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'^In connection with the destruction of channelizing meirioij^a, the information contained on the 
sends listed below was incorporated in o report dated /' ^ j L review for 

this report was made from serial . -C* . 7 7 . . - — tiirough seriol 

In accordance with the above, the following serials are to be destroyed; 

Volume Serio ls (List by serial or seriol scope,.) 
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No. of copies . 


Donifoyed by . 
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NEW YORK FILE 
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/ 
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3 

— 
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9 
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[ 

/ 
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— 
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/ 
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o 
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FILE « 


100-107111 


SUBJECT ROSKWBSRG/SOBELL CO^tlITTF.K 

SERIAL QS ^ I DATE 

CONSISTWG OF / FACES 


Is exempt from disclosure. In Its entirety, 
under (b)(1) •« It has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
information vhlch would disclose an intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classlf Icatlon 
Officers number 




!!!»| 


So»ell heardl 

for Friday released £ 

NEW YORK. Jm. 7 - Tl - ' 

U. 8. Court of Appeals today re 
served decision on Morton So- 
beirs fifbth attempt to win 
freedom from his 30-year prison 
sentence. 

If tbe tbree Judge court niles 
ia Sobeli’s favor, lie would be 
eligible for parole this Friday, 

Ian. 10. 

Sobell is basing his appeal on 
the contention that the seven 
months he served ia jail before 
sentencing, because he could not 
raise $100,000 bail, should be . 
credited to the time be has 
aerved dace hit sentencing on 
April 5, 1951. 

The government countered 
there was nothing in the law ' 
that credit for time served in i 
lieu ef bail must be given in : 

aUcases. 

It noted that the sentendnf 
jodge. Irving R. Kaufman, had 
stated that ^‘while it may be 
gratuitous oto my part, I at this 

point, note ky recommends bon and Helen SaWlI 

P**^T** . aenttneed Ethel and JuUus Roe- aitmtair* 

InforraaSmaf t 

trial at which ^udge Kaufman nf ‘eon^iracy to commit war^ the Soviet Union in 


i i- *.* 

jf ! 


im 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 



DATE: 


1/10/69 



OJ*c» Ujps} or 

□ 


Dates o'" Contact 

l/2/.6,9 

Titles and File t?s on vvhich ccntacicd 


Purpoae and results of contact 

I I i NEGATIVE 
I 3 POSITIVE 
□ STATISTIC 

/T- (100-t071lMS03ELL C0?aiITTEB)(m) 
1 - ( 100-132801 )(L2AH SCH:rSIDEa)(it7) 

1 - ( 100-69559) (MtRSHALL FERLIH) (45) 

1 - (100-109349) (HELEN S0EELL)(4l) 

1 - (100-57695) (YS03EL SANDLER) (451 

AECrdld 

( 6 ) 


Informant certified that he hp.a Rating 

furnished all information obtained 

by him since last contact. 


EXCELLENT 


Coverage 






FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Januar y 13, 1969 


The following checks ware among those drawn a^^ainst the bank 
Account of the S03ELL G0MMITTE5 ; 


Check # 

Date 

Payee 

Amount 

Bank of Deposit 
and/or Endorser 

> 501 - 

12 /U /68 

Cash 

$ 132.31 

Leah Schneider 

&502 

12 / 4/68 

Cash 

104.00 

Leah Schneider 

£>517 

12 / 11/68 

Cash 

264.00 

Leah Schneider 

5516 

12 / 11/68 

Cash 

132.31 

Leah Schneider 

5522 

12 / 18/68 

Cash 

132.31 

Leah Schneider 

1 6523 

12 / 18/68 

Cash 

154.00 

Leah Schneider 

' >529 

12/26/68 

Ca sh 

132.31 

Leah Schneider 

>512 

12/10/68 

I'lar shall Perlin 

327.90 

Chase ^Canhattan # 1 

>510 

12/9/68 

Porer & Rein 

1366.25 

Nat a Bk of V,T)G 

>520 

12/10/68 

Forer h Rein 

500.00 

Nat’l Bk of WDC 

>50U 

12/5/68 

150 Estates 

190,00 

C^ase T'tanhattan 

>224 

12/19/68 

Helen Sobell 

4000.00 

Chem NY Tr.Co. #89 
on 12/20/68 

15521 

12 / 18/68 

Helen Sobell 

150.00 

Sobell Comm, 

6525 

12/19/68 

Ysobel Sandler 

786.80 

Chase Manhattan 

16527 

12/19/68 

Helen Sobell 

25.00 

Chem NY Tr.Co. 
Sepclal Checking 


; The balance as of 12/31/68, $i4>350.36. 

{ The above information is not to be made public except in a 

jusual proceeding following the Issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. 


1 The officer to be subpoenaed is Kr, GBDRGE MAJOR, Assistant 
yice President, C'^emical New York Trust Company, 15U Fifth Avenue, New 
York, New York. 


Chemica‘1 New York Trust Co, 

On l/^/69 l5U-Flfth Avenue Pile n NY 100> 107111 ^ • . 


j). 'lo . — Date dictated — 

This document containa neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Lg exempt fro® JlsclosurOf In Its entirety* ^ ■ 

under (b)(1) ss It hss been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as It contains 
Information which would disclose an Intelligence ■ 
source. This serlsl bears the Classification 
Officers number 
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if exempt from disclosure* In Its entirety, 
under (b)(1) es it hss been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
Information Which vould disclose an Intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number 



riiM''lc lo (ry to discover the cause of ' 
the fire. * 

Initial spccul.iiion hlajjjcd (he first ex. ’ 
plosissn on an incomuii: )cl with a htmih 
h. nt'in? from it. hut this vs.ts later Jis- 
rroved because no aircr.iii ss.is l.mdtn^ 
tit the lime. ’“All vse km>ss.‘' s.iui a 
N.jvy .sp. Aesm.in. ‘‘is ih.iJ is so.ok pLce 
in or ne.ir a Phantom, it cs'mIJ have 
been a rssekcl or a hiimh, or .. hrc.ik in ' 
a hstiraulic line that c.jiiscii a fire and 
tri^^ered the firs; explosion.” ! 

As scriotJs as the Lntt rpnsc fire u.iv, ■ 

is could well h.isc been far worse. The I 

S.ivy h.iJ Ic.irned from tr.ieic experience , 

to be prepared for such a cVists. In | W>fi. ; 

a lire aho.ird VJ.S.S. Oriskttny claimed j 

the list's of men. and the [itm-s- 
ittl hluzc killesi 134. As a result, /i'll- ; 

It-rpriu- hail been st.dTeJ with profcs- { 

sional firefiiihicr.s. Bt'ilcr cstifiptuem was I 

provided, including improved water I 

pumps, hoses that are fcss prone to { 

break and special units that combine a ■ 

chemical called "Purple K” and "light 
ssater" }*) protluce a sohsiaiicc th.it 
smisibers the lire ssuh lo.im. Most im- 
poriaiu. the /.iM.iy./Mo eiess ii.ul been 
thoroughly drilled in prevemise tactics, 
sshich they performed superbly last 
vseek. As Chief W'arrant Otlicer Helton 
put it; “That was the ultimate drill.” 

HISTORICAL NOTES 

Return from Oblivion 
On Aug. 18. 1950. a slight, bespec- 
tacled electronics cnglncer^who worked 
on secret U.S. defense contr.icis was es- 
corted by Mexican policemen acrcKs 
t.hc imcriiationai bridge .it L.uedo. Tex- 
as. Hi. Was immodi.itely arrested S\ the 
FIJI. Morton Soheil. then 3.3. had ’been 
in Mexico for two months, using a 
string of aliases. The U-S. Gswernmcni 
was later to contend that Soheil had 
been planning to flee behind the Iron 
Curtain after six years of spying for 
the Soviet Lnion. Sobell vigorotisly de- 
nied the accusation, but his tri.d for es- 
pionage resuiled in a JO-ycar jail sen- 
tence. Morton Soheil was soon forgotten 
by most Americans. Last week, a rev- 
cnanf from oblivion, he stepped o/T a 
bus in Manhattan, free on p.imio after 
serving 17 years and nine months m fed- 
eral prisons. He was still proclaiming 
his inrtocence. 

Thin-faced and balding, Sobell called 
biick other ghosts from the past. In the 
|y,3tK. when he was a student at the 
City Coliege of New York, he hinchcJ 
from time to time in the cafeteria with 
Julius Rosenberg, a fellow student. Both 
belonged to the Young Communist 
Lc,jguc. and both worked for the U.S. 
Government as engineers during World 
\*k'ar II. Later in Ntsv York, they met 
once again socially. 

It was through Rosenberg and his 
wife Ethel that Sobell got into trouble. 

The Government later produced evi- 
dence that Sobell and the Roscnbcrg.s 
did far more than pass pleasant eve- 
nings together. SohelJ, wid the Gov- 



I 


MOfcICN & MELCS SOiitU 

After millions of words and $1,000,000. 

ernnient. g.ivc the Rosenbergs secret in- 
torm.ition. including det.iils of firing con- 
trol mechanisms for wc.ipiius, and re- 
enfiJeJ a lug!) 'cfi.io] ci.issm.ue into a 
•spy ring m.m.iged by Anatoli Yakovlev, 
Soviet vice consul in Sew York. When 
the RoscnSergs were tried in 1951 on 
charges of passing U.S. atomic scerct.s 
to Kiissia. .SohelJ was .i codefendant. 
I'ouiui guilty, the RiWenhergs were ex- 
cel. led in 19.5.3 after the l'...l..te oi a 
uoildwidc LTsis.ide. niustiv C^>mmunisl- 
inspired. to save them. Sobell was not 
(.•v.plicuted in atoniic thefts but wu.s con- 
victed 01 conspiring to commit espi- 
onage. He wouid not lake the stand lo 
defend himsclf, 

Su Years on ibe Rocit. "Just yes- 
terday. I was No. So.hci. loid 

:t TiMt reporter in flat, lifeless lone.s 
that rellected the shock of ireedsmi. 
For almost six years, he wax immured 
on Alcatraz, the Jcsoli.te "Rock” in 
•San Francisco li.iv. wiiere the U.S. 
penned its most d.ingeroiis .md tntrac- 
lahle federal prisoners until it was closed 
down in 1963. Tr.inxferred to Atlanta 
Penjtcr.li.iry. Soheil could at least em- 
ploy his engineering skills, helping to re- 
design the prison's wiring system. After 
iindergiiing abdominal surgery m 1963. 
he Was transferred to prison at I-cw- 
ishurg. Pa., and allowed to Mudy dental 
technology, "Prison wasn't really a liv- 
ing death,” he says. “It's just another 
kind of lilc. All the inmates sit around 
and write their 2255s (petitions for ju- 
dicial review of their cases).” 

Sobell's wile Helen, who teaches sci- 
ence ai ii Manhattan school, nex er cea.scd 
to labor for his release. She spoke mil- 
lions of words at protest meetings and 
ground out countless appeals for help 
on an electric typewriter, the one mod- 
ern appliance in the Sobcll.s' dr.th Green- 


wich Village aparimenl, With friends 
who MOixJ behind .Sobell throughout 
his imprisonment, she spent roughly 
51 .OdO.fitii) .m legal in.mciix crs. includ- 
ing seven fruitless pleus to the U.S. Su- 
preme Court. .Money came from those 
wlu' beliexcd th.it .S.iliell hail nut re- 
ceixed a fair iri.il. Among the doublers 
xsere Nohe) Prjycwinn.-ng chemists Har- 
old C. Urey and Lmiis Pauling. The»)- 
loginn Reinhoid N'icbi.hr. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. .and Britain's nnnage- 
nari.m nxxnbelicver. Bertrand Russell. 
.SohelJ. however, hetrays scant enthu- 
siasm today for continued legal battling 
to clear his na.me. fn .my case, after 
the verdict of his 1951 iri.il and more 
than a dozen later appeals, it would 
doubtless prove c fruitless cnte.-prisc. 
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federai bureau of investigation 


I 


2J1 2/S9 


the bank ^c^^t°of°SoblirComminr: 



Payee 


Date 

1/13/69 HELEN SOBELL 
12/27/68 Forar t Rein 

1/13/69 Forer t Rein 


6573 


1/15/69 

1/13/69 

1/13/69 

1/15/69 

1/17/69 

1/29/69 


Cash 

AAFOW KATZ 



The balance asAf 1/31/59 


Amount 
$2500.00 
soo.oo 

592.35 

131.72 
15,00 

250.00 

500.00 

25.00 

84.00 
$2154.94. 


Bank of Depo 
and/or Enrfrir^ 

Chew NYT Co. 

^^at'l Bk of 

D.C. 

Nat’l Bk of 
''^ash.. D.C. 

LHAH SCHNEID£ 

Affvalgamated 


1st Wat'l Ci 
LEAH SCHKEID: 
Chen hY 7 Co. 

LEAH SCHNEIDE 


I TV, noe Of a subpoena duces tec 

n m . j The V 


j Oi a subpoena duces 1 

-r/fim 


Cha.ioa l^Keu Jo^lc ^^ust Co .^ 


docunt.n) tonlQ tni 


2i.0ole dklotsd. 




Tl™ f»i It i. ft. ‘T-rrrnj 








f- • -(■ 

«OERAlBU«AOOFtNVEST.GAT,ON 


Oor« 


2/24/69 


ccount of HEUN L?“obelL- drawn frora the ba 

Bank of Deposi' 
and/or Endorse 




The balance aa of 2/13/69. $569.79. 


Vest Side Savi 
165 Varick St. 
#30205 




..JolL'rif^rAvInue^^^^ 





KY 100-109349 


OotB dictatmei 2/24/ 6 9 
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•oon*d lo fGvr ostncf; 


FILE « 


100-107111 


stJBJBcr Rosrnberc/sobell coftlirrEK 
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CONSISTING OP } PAGES 


It exempt from dltcloturet in its entirety, 
tinder (b)(1) as It hts been classified purstiant 
to Executive Order 11652 as It contains 
information tihlch vould disclose an Intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number 
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-• . j:!:>s V-S^— *- 


"^SEHBERG/SO BEIX COMMITTg_ 




-/g^* 




insisting or •■ —rr;;^^ I 

, ^_1 — g^->--— .^.. r- . • . ;r .‘- vr -1* - ' ' v 

Who. « **P"” «^[rtafoS«tlon includ** 
has be^n given. .ere 

4.tas wd flece^® ^4, of people 

« :rS;Si^ >2 

- - S^irt.S5^ss^sr: 

organUatlon»g dlaclomir® u ^ X; 

bla Identity# . 





' Itf ^Hr 

UNITED ^ATES CC^NMENT f ^ ,/»C . 

''Memorandum 

lirVlaAo' ’""■' 


S;. 4 

from # ^ 
SUmECU* -fc 






□a iQsi 

□ ^CI^PSI □« . . 

a 


DtUt of Coiit«et 

^ 3 / 3 /S 9 


TitU* Aod Pilo Ito on which oootaoUd 


PttrpoM «td roovlU of contact 


Omegativi 

[X3 POSITIVE 

a statistic 


• 1-100-107111 (SOBELL COMMITTEE) (41) 
.1-100-128869 (ROS E SO PELL)_(M6) 


I ::. 




5ERIAU7ED r^;B ln 
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Is exempt from disclosure^ In Its entirety^ 
under (bKD •« It has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as It contains 
Information which would disclose an intelligence 
source. This s erf si b ears the aasslf Icatlon 
Officers number 
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Is exempt from disclosure, In Its entirety, 
under (b)(1) es It hss been elesslfled pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 os It contains 
Information which would disclose mn Intelllgene* 
source. This serial bears the Classification 

Officers number 1^21 
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ROSENBERG/ SOBELL CO^«ITTEE 


SUBJECT 

SERIAL DATE V-.?v4*L 


CONSISTING OF 


PAGES 


Ig exempt from disclosure, in Its entirety, 
under (b)(1) es it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
information which would disclose an intelligence 
source* This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number 





UNITED STAI RS GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO \ SAC 


FROM : SA 


{# ^2) 


' U/10/O9 

□ Cl □$! □R(ProM 

□ PCI QPSI 


Dotds of Contact 


«A/69 


Tiilis and File f<s on which contacted 


Pui^ tose and re suite of contact 

Cjnegative 

L 5 POSITIVE 


i-p::iLADs:-niif. (io:!-i!'.nrr/ k. mye:;:) (r;;:) 

(1^100-107111 cCrMi-iTCE) (4i) 

i-ioo-H3?:^5(t.<'c; i./w-t. ) (<i7) 
l- 100 - 10 yll 3 (ilC- 1 . ZOB.LU) (Hi) 

1 - 100 - 0 -1^50 ;3 (noo^; rp.iOF.) ( 45 ) 

1-100-I2cc^j3 (R:::;w SOL'iiU-) (4&) 

1-100-132601 {mtii SCiCiEIDSa) (47) 

A£C:aBW 

(t) 


I: I friformant certified that he has Rating 
lomished all infomiBlion obtained 
^ him since last contact. 


OCSIXEKT 


Coverage 

/V<3 7/^-^ 


. ARCHED \H»ai 

.lKIAUZEO j^iflLED 


lEXED — yL 


no r.as furnished reliable k-J. A 
raae available to SA ° 
p '^^"cer’ning 

pertinent infor.^rion v;as"r;oordtd!'''^°^ 


Information he 
scree’s name is not to 
ot..pwise unless it h?is 
nie IS to b& a v/itness in 


nein ODtained confidentially: 
^■e di'.sclnsed in i-opcrt or 
been decided definitely that 
a trial or hearing. 


, The source 
^asic docurjents Irom 
*Jas obtained. 


no longer 
which too 


^£S custody of the 
check information 


iO^is maintained i 


Ffr302 (R*». 4.I5.M) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


4/10/69 


I TTie following c’aeckB were aaong those drawn agalnat the hank 

; account of Sohell Coaanittee* 


} 

•Check 

Da^ 

Payee 

kmoxint 

And/or Ridorser 

•6612 

3 / 11/69 

Moss Mailing Service 

* 53.56 

Mfrs. Han. Tr. Co. 

1 

16611 

TT 

150 Botates 

190.00 

Chaae Manhattan 

1 

vV:66oi 

3/k/69 

SAM KAME- 

350.00 

HELEN L. SOBELL 

6606 

- 

HELBn SOBELL 

660.00 

West Side Savings 

659-9 

V 

Hecla Press 

300.00 

Chemical Bank 

|6607 

3/5/69 

ROGER PRYOR 

25.00 

Mfra. Han. Tr. Co 

6581 

3/6/69 

MOREY M. MYERS, Ksq. 

ftoo.oo 

third Hat’l 
Scranton, Pa. 

6615 

3/13/69 

rose SOBELL 

100.00 

Chemical Bank 

,6617 

3/20/69 

Casii 

334.00 

LEAH SCHNEIDER 

6623 

3/28/69 

HKLE>: L. SOBELL 

150.00 

Chemical Baxik 


the balance as of 3/^l/®9i 

:york, 6iew York. 


Chemical New York Trust Co. 


Ihii docgfn«n» contoiri 
il ord iti "O* 


n«ith«r r«comn>#ndotion» nof con<lui*e 
itobadtmibulcd ouHIda your og«ncv 


h Date dlCtated^ 4 /^/ 9 

^ at tha FBI and H loonad to your ogan 

n<lui.oni ot »ha Fftl- If <» ih* propaftv pr » 


FILE # 



Is exeopt from disclosure. In Its entirety, 
under (bKD It has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as It contains 
information which would disclose an Intelligence 
source* This serlVl bears the Classification 
Officers number 


FILE # y 



is cxeffipt frofB disclosure* lf> Its entirety* 
under (b)(1) •* it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as It contains 
Information which would disclose an Intelligence 
•ourcc. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers miaber 


n>*-iivi : hvx , 


FEDERAL BL 


UREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



KEFEREMCEt 


Report of SaH 
Sen Franctac<^ 


11/29/68 at 


^ apAiwistrative i i. . 

' 'cnam, officor* Of the Committee to Free HORTON 

SOBELL named to this report are listed In the Security 
^ Index of the San Francisco Office, ' 

■ t report is classiflod CONF^KeNTIAI, because' * 

it eontatos data furnished by SF T-1 and SF T-2, the 
: ^authorised disclosure of xhlch could result in the iden- 
tlftoation of a confidential informant of continulne value 

toteJS« Sf''?hruSit:5*st:to:!^ '•r 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED I 

Ay TO. 

^U«. 

VINKS 

SA VINKS 

NKCOVCniKS 







PCNDINO oven OMK VCAW 
nCNOIMO nnotCCUTIOM 

OV^ H SIX MONTHS L'J'V** I 


SniCIAL A«CNT 
IN CHANOI 


5 - Bureau <100-387835) (RM) 

2 - llSth MIG, San Francisco (RM) 

1 - NISO, San Francisco (RM) 

1 - OSI, Travis AFB (RM) 

Los Angeles (100-i»1648) ‘ (INFO) I RH) 
New Yor)c (100-1071in) (RM) A 
‘an Francisco 


DO NOT WRtTE IN SPACES BELOW 


i' 










r§ 


100-35117 ■ . . 

,4'j:eowi««f , 

i ■ •. ■■■■■' '■ . 

I ' eftBl.. of this report h«v« teen designated • 

. , •..Sol.. f.r p«To—. 

«ia.S5SwSrijii.r-S=3iu.. 

^ Committee In San rpancieco. 


IWrOTWAJlTSi 





tEADS t 

SAW FRANCISCO 

AT SAN ruANCTSCO. CALIFORNIA. Will follow and 
a nf acUviUe. oT japUonTOg anination in the 

San Franciico araa# 



■ P'l. 


; :S'“ ■'5*. ' 
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UNItW STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSiftE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 


t\ : '■ 

! I 


c 0 N r I 


T I A L 


I "1 - 115th Mie» San rrancitco» (RM) 

Cw*»» .V ' ,1 • WISO, San franciaeo (RM) . " 

'4 j} — 1 » OSI, Travla AFB (RM) : 

i bmcti San Frandaeo, California 


^'.X 


4/29/69 


ruu Ofnet PM* n 100*36117 


a»rM.Fil« It 100-387635 


? COMMITTEE TO FREE 
MORTON S06ELL 


INTERNAL SECURITY * COMMUNIST; 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 


Tha Bay Area Council of Sobell Connaitteea (BACSC) 
continues to receive na il at 3^5 Franklin Street » San 

cfifTPEL continue as cHairman and secretar'/. resnectivp^ii 
for the BACSC, 



• P* - 


DETAILS I 


A characterization of the Bay Area 
Council of Sobell Committees (BACSC) 
also known as the Committee To Secure 
Justice For Morton Sobell, is contained 
in the Appendix of this report. 



THIa 4oe«M«t e«at«tM A«lth«r racoauaaadctlon* nor eonrluolono of tbo PSt** M la fti« property o( tho PSl ani to loonel to 
yom ^nort ft «o4 Uo eontooto oro not to bo Itairiboiod owtaido veor opener. 




SF 100.9SX17 

«OVttas 


BAY AREA COUNCIL OF SOBELL COMMITTEES 



As of April 9, 1969,thsrc vss no formal haad* 
quartars for tha BACSC» although mail ia still raeaivad 
by tha BACSC at SH5 Franklin Straat* San Franciteo» 
California* 


OFFICERS 


WARREN K* BILLING and ESTHER LANPEL ara chairman 
end saerataryt raspactivaly, for tha BACSC, 






ESTHER SKLAR, also known as ESTHER 
LAMPEL, was Communist Party <CP) or* 
ganiaar of Unit 19 » City Tarraea, Los 
Angalas County CP| that sha had joinad 
CP in 1928 • and that* in 193S* sha wat 
raportad as havln^bgA|^r«n8fen^^^ 

of District 

2* CP* Naw York* and whan aha first cams 
to Los Angalas* sha had baan assignad 
to Unit J-4* Hollywood Saetion* Loo 
Angalas County CP* and was Duas 
Saeratary of that Unit* 

HHmimB f urthar in 

19 3B ESTHER SKLAR. an onamployad mil* 
linsry workar rasiding at 2422*1/2 
Pomaroy Avanua* Los Angalas* California* 
who had hald an axacutiva position in 
Cap Hakars Local 22* had attandad 
tha CP Workars School in 


t - 


N sr ioo-tsii7 

COU/««g/SB> 


Les AnR«l«». WM i" 
•••ign«d to the Needle Tredee 
Unit 5, Induetrlel Section, toe 
Angeles County CP, 


The December S, 1961 Issue of the 
"People's World* (PW) newepeper 
identified WARREN K. BILLINGS as 
the person who wes "recently 
pardoned for his pertlcipetlon in 
the 1916 Preparedness Day bombing 
with TOM MOONEY. 


The PW is a West Coast Consiunlot 
newspaper published weekly in San 
Francisco, California. 


On March 27, 1953, WARREN K. BILLW6S 
informed Special Agents of the FBI 
that he was not and had never ^en a 
member of the CP, but deeerlbed hlaj 
gelf as a "philosophical anarchist. 


TIT. ACTIVITIES 


The BACSC has not held any formal meetings during 
the past twelve months. 


8F T-l,| 


SF T-2 furnished a copy of a Isttar 
from the Bay ISSWounci^f Sobell Committees at 3S5 FrankUn 
Street, Row# 802, San Francisco, California, ^ 

BILLINGS, Chairman, announcing that the celebrate 

Sen Francisco Sobell Committee wuld ^ a “3®' 

MORTON SOBELL* s freedom on April 11. 1969, at the El Doraco root. 

Jack Tar Hotel, San Francisco, California. litter ' 

listed as~ALBERT MALTZ, famous author and . 

also announced that MORTON SOBELL was home with his 
Ind that the Sobell Committees throughout 

for tho lone-terra historic tes)c of vindicetlng tM 
nilSI^of ETHEL md JUUUS ROSENBERG and clearing the name of MORTON 
MBeSl ThTlettlr announced that there is an urgent need to pwtect 

Sleliflhill h2*”!ItiSSei;*'to“S’*5nI« ?S'j^iScti^of thT * ^ 

jrss:! is:if 





SF 100-3S117 
fiOW/tag/sms 


should b« pUead In « MORTON SOBELL fund to ha uaad by hia to 
rd-aatabliih himaalf aftar hit 1« yaara of InprlaonMnt. 

JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG and MORTON 
SOBELL wara eonvietad in tha Unitad 
Stataa Diatriet Court, Southam Diatrlot 
of Naw York, on March 29, 19S1, of 
conspiracy to commit espionage on behalf 
of the Soviet Unions The ROSEN BERGe %iere 
sentenced to death on April 5» ISSly end 
were legally executed at Sing Singp Oseiningt 
New York* on June 19 » 19S3a 

The November 1951 issue of the *San 
Francisco Chronicle," a San Francisco 
daily newspaper, in an article entitled . 

"A Report On What Has Happened to the 
Hollywood Ten" reported that "all but 
one of the famous •Hollywood Ten*— seven 
writers, two directors, and a producer— 
who startled the Nation and brought undying 
shame on the film business by taking jail 
sentences for contempt of Congress rather 
than speak up concerning their affiliation 
or sympathies with the Communist Party (CP), 
have turned to other fields for a livelihood. • • 
The article listed ALBERT MALTt as one of tha 
"Hollywood Ten** and reported that he was 
living in Cuernavaca, Mexico, writing a 
novel and a play. 

The Fourth Report of the Senate Jact-Flnding 
Committee on Un-American Activities in California 
dated 1949 reported on Page 119 that "ALBERT 
MALTZ is an important Communist intthe solar 
system of Communist front organisations." This 
report also revealed that according to testimony 
^fox^ the Thomas Committee in Washington, D. 
on October 28, 1947, ALBERT MALTZ held CP Card ^ 

/ Number 47196. _ : 

The Fifth Report of the Senate Fact-Finding ■ v 

Committee on Un-American Activities in California 
dated 1949, reported on Page 491 that ALBERT 
MALTZ was one of ten individuals who have been 
affiliated with from 91 to 40 Communist front 
organisations. 


• 9a • 
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BAY AREA COUNCIL OF SOBELL COMMITTEES ; .. 

^ Also kno%m as . . ^ ^ ^ i<i 

Commlttse to Secure Justice for Morton SobeIX» 

Northern CallforniA Council of Sobell Coinmittees_ 

A source Advised on October 31 » 1955$ thAt. the Bey 
Area Council of Soball Committees (BACSC) was formed <»« 

17, 19S5, In San Francisco, California, as the local affiliate 
of the National Sobell Committee to carry out '^e policies of 
the National Committee to obtain the freedom of MORTON SOBELL. 

On April 10, 196$, a second source advised that 
there was no formal headquarters of the BACSC but that m 11 is still 
received by the BACSC at 34S Franklin Street, San Fr»clsco. The 
BACSC is donoAnt At the present time And hAS not held Any formAX 
meetinf^s during the pAst twelve months# 

On December 18, 1959, a third source Advised thst 
MARY KRVAR, A member of the Werehouse Club, Communist Psrty (CPI, 
EASt Bey Region, OAklsnd, Calif orniA, and the paid organizer for 
the BACSC, has stated that the CP is interested in controlling 
the BACSC so that the BACSC will continue to follow the line of 
the National Sobell Committee in Attempting to obtain the free- 
dom of MORTON SOBELL. 
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COMKITTEE TO FREE MOBTON 80SELL 

"Following the execution of atomic spies Ethel and 
Jtilius Rosenberg in June^ 1933# the 'Coomuniat camp)aign 
assumed a different emphasis. Its major effort centered 
upon Norton Sobell^ * the Rosenbergs' co-defendant, ^e 
National Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case - 
a Communist front which had been conducting the campaign 
in the United States - was reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg - Sobell Committee at a conference in Chicago, 
in October, 1953# and 'then the National Committee to Secure 
Justice for Norton Sobell in the Rosenberg Case'*..*'* 

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications", 
dated December 1, 196I, issued by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, Page 116«) 

In September, 1934, the name "National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature 
Issued by the Committee. In March, 1953# the name "Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell", first appeared on 
literature issued by the Committee. In Axigust, 1966, the 
name 'Committee to Free Morton Sobell" first appeared on 
literature issued by the Committee. 

The Address Telephone Directory for the Borough 
of Manhattan, New York City, published by the New York 
Telephone Company on April 12, I966, lists the above 
Committee's address as 130 Fifth Avenue, New York, New Yorlc. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 
ftOlIAL SUtlAU Of INflSTlCATlbN 

Son Praneiaeoy Californio 
April 38 » 1969 


*ltla COMMITTEE TO TREE MORTON 80BELL 

Chameter X8 • C| XSA« 19S0 

Baftrtaea Raport ofliH||||||||Hm 

at San Francisco datad an 
eaptioaad at abova* 

All aoureet (except any Ueted belov) vtiose IdcnUUee 
are concealed is referenced coamunlcatlon have furnished reliable 
infonaAtloa in the past* 






mfh. 



• r 


•n£/reri!li m# mmUsk 

*• fm» it m 4 lu eoatMt# m 


la •! tba rst. tt !• tk« wmpmtf 

Ml t« aMrikat«4 


Bay Area Council of Sobcll Conmuttees 


t 4 S ntANKUN SnUET, KM. M 2 

UNDCXHia MM4 

XAToh X8f X9^9 


IAN MAMCISCQ, CAUE» -> 0' 


lONOBABT ffOI^lS or 
IbtfaiMl CicnclTiM' 

IW lem* JMtfct 
rtrVwMitM 


tov. CtaM W« Akxaate 
;ibblJ.&»Mi 

vU^U Sannil l«nilN» 
{•ioUA.OnaBiU 
JbyJnocaill 
‘fof.&HodlEbf 
lolo E. BnM 
Ubfal Mooli ndsM 
tov. rtimolh J^plogr Fotbot 
?oUon«ak 
lov.C. AoBiftniF* 
bov. Brwfa A. Giodt 
4 oxvt]l CoteHT 

UbNlb^E.GoMb«m 
Yot Enrti ft. CoodtaoQ^ 
taliM Avoqr GicMKfitld 
ft. A. Biiftseo Ili9Fd« 
tiiMdl Jolmoc 
tor. Jobs PoalloMi 
Ufv. | 0 M|ib F. dig 
ft. MOloa LmI« 


teildaUMbdl 

ft.UoMt)f«r 

^r.MoCob* 

(tv. FMo lleComMft 
1c.Corda«rMaiVkqr 
tiv. Xftydos Lbulijr fMp* 
•nlDoIorDote 
^tjlft.ftaaMl 
Attfttol lUptpMl 
BoftraodftflMil 
Mikola A«f 
D.ft.SlMfia 

HaiddCUfir ' 

WcUnM-VtaMBl 
Ul^liOobM 
»iof.fyaiidf IftWo 
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Soar friondoi 

Vo JoyftOly, If bolotodly, bring you the happy now* 
that Morton Sobell is homo again with hie famllyi that 
ho ie already hard at work attending graduate engineer- 
ing eoho4 that he la beginning to write a book and le 
attempting to keep up with the many demande being Bade 
upon him by Badlo and T7« 

The Sobell Ccnnmltteee throughout the ootmtry are being 
reor^lzed for the long term hletorlo task of rlndl- 
oatlng the aemory of Ethel and Julius Bbsenberg and 
clearing the name of Morton Sobell* There le also the 
urgent need to protect the rights of Morton Sobell dur- 
ing the next twelve years of mandatory release Vhlle he 
continues to be under the Jurisdiction of the Attorney 
General* 


The opinion of local Sobell Committees Is that after all 
the debts of the •Committee to Free Morton Sobell* have 
been paid in full» and funds allocated for the ope>:tlon 
of the reorganized committee | the remaining moneys should 
be placed In a Morton Sobell Fund to be used by hlB to 
re-establish himself after his ela^teen years of Imprison- 
ment* The last official aot of the San PTanclsoo Sobell 
Committee will be A ujor affair to celebrate Morton 
Sobellfs fxeedoB* 

Through the many years we all worked together for Sobell *0 
release and shared the hardship and anguish* Mow we ask 
all our frisnds to shars our Joy In celebrating his 
freedom* An Invitation to this celebration le enclosed. 

Ve also urgs you to stake a substantial contribution* 

This will be used to pay all the outstanding debts* 

Ve are looking forward to your presence* Ve are confident 
that with your generous help this oelebratlon will be a 
Joyous occasion for all our fklends. 

Morton Sobell asked that hie heartfelt gratitude be ex- 
tended to all of you for your continuous understanding and 
generous help. 


Sincerely yours» 










& 




It k om plwtm to inoitt you | 

fo cfUbcati with ta ^ 

S^ortonSobetriSteedom j 

Friday, ^pril IL 1969 at 8 pjn, j . 

Cidorado *Roon, Jack Tar Hottt 

Plm •dvtnut and Qiory Stmt 

SmSfoneUeo 
Cunt Speaker 

Albert Mattz |, < 

yamouimtthotandpttvturight i- ! . - 

... f ' i 

^dfrethmentt at 8:30 p.m, I . 

Program at 9.-00 p,m. t; i 

’1 

entertainment I , ’ *j 


lOamtion SZ^S 





BAY AREA COUNOl OP SOBEU COMMITTEES 

345 FRANKUN STREET 

SAN FRANOSOO, CAUTORNIA 94102 
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Is exempt from disclosure^ In Its entirety^ 
under (b)(1) ss It hss been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 es It contains 
Information vlilch vould disclose on Intelligence 
•ouree. This s erial b ears the ttssslf Icatlon 
Officers number 


1. 

\ 


M* PTMM CM) IM<IU 

UNITED STATES GOVE H^ENT 

'Memorandum 


SAC » 00 - loT VV\ ^ ■// : : y2V|9 

i>9c. 


rajBcr: 


SOBVERSIVE ORGANIZATION CHARACTERIZATION 


Pursiiant to instructions set forth In Part II> 

Section 4, pages 21-23, of the Manual of Rules and Reg\aatlon8, 
the NYO must submit ann\ially by June Ist certain Infonnation ; ^ 
ooncemlng the characterisation of organisations * 


The above-captioned organisation Is among those 
organisations on which a characterization has previously 
been submitted and should be brought up to date, or one 
on lihlch a characterisation should be submitted. 




assigned to ^ 

review the existing characterization on captioned organization •. 
to determine If the characterization Is current, or to review 
the case file and prepare an original characterization vrhei*e 
none exists. , ' 


All characterizations should be rewritten to 
reflect c\irrent status of the organization and should be clear . 

and concise. They should reflect date orga nization formed^. 

alms and purposes; subversive Ini t iation, domlnatloni. fir. COntroj^ 

A nd current statuaT In those Instances In which the nature of the. ^ 
d^anisation has changed from legitimate to subversive 
versa, such chauiges should be clearly shown, together wi^ tee 
dates thereof. Information in the characterization should be 
attributed to **a source” and no ”T” Symbols nor evaluation of 
the sources should be reflected in the characterization. The . 
Identity and evaluation of the sources used should be reflected 
at the end of the characterization under the heading Sources, 
with sufficient spacing to Indicate it is not part of the \ 


characterization. 




/ OO '^ /07///7 


£ar^ U.S, Saviny B$ni$ Kiffdsrfy m th Fayroll Savings Plan 




9 I 9 


Characterisations of orgeuilsatlons will fall In 
one of the following categories: 

(a) Organisations which have become 
j., defunct since June 1, 1968 • 

(B) Newly formed organisations on which 
cases are pending and concerning 
which Insufficient information exists 
as yet to prepare a characterisation, 

(C) All active organisations on which 
characterisations are being submitted 
for approval. 

If the case you ai^e reviewing for this project 
falls in Category "A”, merely submit a memorandum for file, : : ,.p.T 
with a copy for the subversive organisation file (IOO-90311)*' .C .. 
reflecting Bureau file and date characterisation submitted 
to Bureau reflecting organisation la defunct. If the 
organisation is newly formed, submit a memorandum for file 
with a copy for the subversive organisation file ( 100-90311) 
reflecting Bureau file and a statement reflecting information 
set o ut In Category These memoranda should be forwarded 

SA^HHHBlIllHMSectlon 4l, 


If the organisation falls within Category "c”, 
then prepare an up-to-date characterisation, except in those ^ 
cases where a current characterisation has been submitted 


since April I, I969. In the latter case, merely submit 
a memorandum as above, reflecting date characterisation 
submitted and Bureau file number. 









Bureau file 100- > 
.Hew York 'file 100- 


UETTERHEAD STATIONSRX 
New York, Hew York , 




Re: NAME OR' ORGANIZATION ' 

SUBVERSIVE ORGANIZATION CHARACTERIZATION . 
(CHARACTER OP CASE) . -• . # 


Place characterisation here. 

A ^ r 






2 p Bureau (100- ) , 

,1 ■- ifew York (100-90311) (SUBVERSIVE ORGANIZATION 
f CHARACTERIZATION) (#^1) 

X - New York ( 100- ) 









W;«. 


f * ' 

. 0^.r 



/v'., / 



‘ .jwt > ‘ ' * 













7 * *‘ The copies to the Bureau *%fill consist of the" ' 

original and one copy. The copy should consist of only 
..the first page of the letterhead .momorandum. If apprpved^'^ 
i the Bureau will stamp ’’Approved** on the single -page copy 
and return it to the NYO. - 


‘ At the time that you have the letterhead 
memorandum prepared, also have a 3 X 8 card ,ti'ped reflecting 
the name of the organisation at the upper' left. Agent's name 
at t6p center, and the NY file number at upper right. Then 
. have the characterisation. Identity ana evaluation pf sources 
typed on the remainder of the card. - ' Have your supervisor . 
Initial the card at lower left comer at tiia came time he 
Initials the letterhead memorandum Xor transmittal to the — 
. Bureau. The letterhead memorand^mu^w^^ attached, 1 

should be forwarded to SA vHjlllllllimillB Section 41, ^ £ 

. and the letterhead memorai'iauiT^f^^^Si^^^^ransmittcd 
' to the Bureau by means letter. ‘ Tho card will be 

retained by SA pending Bureau approval of 

/.the characterlsafioi?^^^^^^^^ ... 




Because of the many times each of these characterisations ;v 
■wlll be reproduced, you are urged to be as brief as possible, 

Try to get all the necessary information in one short paragraph 
using one source if possible, rather then several sources. It. ./ • ;/, 
may be necessary to prepare a new characterisation and have it . ' : 

authenticated by an informant. In no case should the . characteriza* 
tlon be more than one page. 


: ® Remember NOT TO DATE the lei^ 

Bureau and submit all nvemoranda to>^^H 









100-41648 


•COPIES 

? ■ 


5 - Bureau (100-387835) (EM) 

1 ^NISO, San Diego (RM) 

1^ 115th MIG Region II, Pasadena (RM) . . 

1 - OSI, Norton Air Force Base, San Bernardino (RM) 
(?)- New York (100-107111) (RM) 

X- Chicago (100-25530) (Info) (RM) 


1 - San Diego (100-9380) (Info) (Rli) ^ 

1 - San Francisco (100-35117) (info) (RM) 

2 - Los Angeles. (100-41548) 







ITEO STATES DEPARTMENT 
* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG/^N 




2 ^, 1 - HISO, San Diego (RM) • . 

^.j ' 1 - 115th MIG Region II, Pasadena (RM)' ' 

I 1 - OSI, Norton Air Force Base, San Bernardino (RM) ..*V. 

hO<L^ Offleai Antral oe 


Offieti Los Angeles, California 


^uu orric* Fiu #t i00-4l648 fii« u IOO-387835 

COMMITTEE TO FREE MORTON SOBELL 


O»on0m internal SECURITY - C 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT, 1950 

Sraoptbi As Qf I 969 , there was no headquarters of the 

: Los Angeles Committee to Free Morton Sobell (LACFMS), 
i and mall was received until 4/1/69 at a Los Anrel es 
^£ost_oJjj^ tx)x, which Is now c l 1 il 

sobell^ow'^* . 

having been freed by Federal Penitentiary, the 
Committee is disbanded. 


DETAILS : 

The Los Angeles Committee to Free Morton Sobell 
will be abbreviated as the LACFMS; Committee to Free Morton 
Sobell will be abbreviated as the CFMS. 



GROUP 1 ' . 

• Excluded fro.Ti JutoiuUc 

dowwifiding and ' 

, ■ . ;a siHcalian : . 

• . • ••' 

TfcU aoesiMiil eenialM nvltbar raeemMMdaUonB nor e one Jus ions of iho TBI. Il U tho ^oporty of Iho FBI ond la toonod t 
row •««oerj II snd Ua eontaau art aot »o bo dlouibuiod eutaldo reur ogoitcr. r •«« « »oana« i 


CFO $94 lu 






Ji: lA loo^Jiie^s 

v'>%: . ,4 '•- 




’ ■ rHARACTERIZATION 

lA T-3 (4A7/68) 


' The lACFMS (see CFKS Appendix) is the Loe Anffeles, 

■ • California affiliate of the CFMS. > 

i , . u--: JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG and ^OBEIi r- » 

were convicted in the United States District 
j. .... >• Court, Southern District of .. 

March 29, 1951, on a charge of Conspiracy to 
Commit Espionage on behalf " 

■i ' SSi?i;'o/!:5rST!«!.*r„ KSoTyB|L:..., ,, , 

' ; A .1 - legally executed at Sing-Sing Prison, , . . . 

, - Ossining, New YorK, on J^e ^5, 1953, «n 

- MORTON SOBELL is currently servli^ his . .. - 

; ' ■ sentence at the Federal Penitentiary in 

/D . .-. Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. 

ATMS AND PURPOSES ■ . 


- ’ ' B^e\n October 1968, and May 1969, the^m and I. 

was to worK on behalf of MOKTur* 

xh , 1969.. !' V' 



i:. The Morton Sobell Committee had been receiving 
Its mail at Post Office Box 8652 Los Angeles, California, 
90008, until April 1 , 1969* >ihlch time the Post Office 
Box was closed. 






A. 

'..r' •* 




APPENDIX 


COMMITTEE TO FREE MORTCffT SOBELL 


' ' I^Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL and — 
wJULIUS ROSENBERG in June, 1953, the ^Communist Campaign assumed 
1 a different emphasis* Its major effort centered upon MORTON 


I a different emphasis* Its major effort centered upon MORTON 
.rSOBELL*, the ROSENBERGS* co-defendant. The National Committee • 
to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case - a communist front which 
Vhad been conducting the campaign in the United States - was 
reconstituted as the National Rosenberg - Sobell Committee at a 
: conference in Chicago in October, 1953> and *then the National 
•Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell in. the Rosenberg . 
Case* 


("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications^, 
dated December 1, I96I, Issued by the House Committee on Un-- 
American Activities, page II6,) . . 


In September, '1954, the name "National Committee to 
Secure Justice for Ko?'ton Sobell" appeared on literature Issued 
by the Committee* In March, 1955> the name, "Committee to Secure, , ':v 
Jxistice for Morton Sobell", first appeared on literature issued V .v ' 
by the Committee. In August, I966, the name "Committee to Free 
Morton Sobell" first appeared on literature issued by the C<xnmlttec 


The Address Telephone Directory for the Borough of 
Manhattan, New York City, published by the Hew York telephone 
Company on April 12, 1968, lists the above Committee *8 address • 
as 150 ‘Fifth Avenue, New York, New York. _ 
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fedehal bureau op investigation 
Lob Angeles, California. 

May .8, 19^9 , , . 








Title 


COMMITTEE TO FREE IIORTON SO BELL 


: .#/ 


Character 

Reference 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT, 1950 


Report ^ 
dated and captioned above, at 
Los Angeles. 




All sources (except any listed helow) whoae identities 
are concealed in referenced conraunication have fumiched reliable 
infoimatlon In the past- - . 







I' . .. TW* efooloJn* o«llh*f f«c®aiw#iidaU#ii» A*» coiicltt«io«« •Hh« FBI. li <■ the^(op«'>r 

‘"i ■"* V 'l-' 'mt th« FBI and la toonad to year aaenerj ll end lie eentents arc aol to be dlolrlbelad oaialdc 


Fiix # 



SERlAt date _ 'A2. 


CONSISTING OF 



FACES 


1b exeoipt froo dlBclosMr<?« It.® ^ntlri?ty* 
under (b)(1) as It has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as It contains 
Information Which vould disclose an Intelligence 
0 o\^pce« aerial bears the Classification 

Officers ||^3r 


' FEDERAl^SUREAU OF !NvS>T!G/^T!ON 


Ml riMfi ©•‘HC^ t>* Oti.U.N * 

‘i- . 'CHICAGO^' . . I NEW YOHK ^ BAtlSMbi 

tint Of CASEvM^ " ' V \ 

'“■ i sa|B 

OQMMITTEE TO FREE jCMARACTfnr 

MOBTON SO^LL \ i 


HAt t: aw ... V22i6«-5/l>>‘^6».' 

' • ' ■-■■■'■*■ ....;•. :.t ■ 

fc»*u‘ vt * ’’*'V ' 

SA i)* j 


XtMlTON. S^^LL 

■r .’ 


ISA? I960 


bncL^ 

■■datid 5/22/68, 


REFERENCES: Report of SA 5/22/68, 

at Chicago. 

Chicago letter to Director, captlc ne*l ns above, 
. ’ dated 11/22/68, with copies *^0 Ncm Vjrl;. 


- RUC - 


. ENCUlSURfiS 
: TO THE BUREAU 


Enclosed are two copies of revised character i^.a lion ol 
Chicago Sobell Committee for Bureau approval reflecting that the 
^Chicago Sobell Committee has terminated as « enmwittee. 


ACCOMPUSHMCHTS CLAIMeO 

( IMONC 

ACQUIT* 


rtMC t 

tAVINUS 

B| < r /k’ Hi F» 

TACS 

■;T 1:;' 



. 



t’ T - I, ,1 — 6 O Vl 

n \/f n V « MC*Ki fr 


j c •**«* ' 


ACCH 

ltd CmAhCC 


00 NC7 VKITE IN SPACFS BEtO^ 


••C« MADtlt 

5-Bureau (100-387835) (Enc. 2) (RM) 


-.1 . -"i. 

Vo . t ' 

r 


d-Bureau tioo-jo/ouo; vxunc. 1 v- " tTm ' • 1 

1-OSX, Chicago (Via Courier) | 1 v 

1-NISO, Cniicago (KM) ' IsanAU/toj — 1 / 

l-Rogion I, 113th MI Group, \ >.^M?Cr363 

,-^,vanRton^ Illinois (Via Courier) A . \ ^ 


Evannion^ Illinois (Via C 
(2/New YorK < 1 06-1 70 I 1 1) (RM) 


• i\ N*c«rrf •> Ai'uitt*^ e«©«wt 


M W-;. 

, t) /HP -- - .V 


‘ >4r J ■' 

■.V I . 

KryM •: Mr*.!;!- 

. luwte : 

I - 


'••■' /•////' 


j^(a^ 


A - V- 
«0VC* BASE 
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DETAILS: 


•'■ -v’.,." 


V Tv •- ■' 


The following organisations ■ODtioned in this 
report which have not been designated pursuant to Executlvo , 

Order 10450, are characterised in the appendix section 
of this report: / ■ ■ 

Chicago Sobell Connlttee <CSO 

Coniiittee to Free MORTON SOBELL <CPI1S) . " J 

Pair Flap for Cuba Coenlttee, Chicago Chapter 

Fair Flap for Diba Connlttee ' ^ 

t. OROKHlZhTlWhL BtmaxmM • . 

SCOPE AJ© OBJECTIVES • ■ 

• ' " " ^ • .. • -'viTr '■ 

The CSC was conposed sole Ip of the Chicago 
Area Chapter and was an affiliate of the CPUS. ^ T he 
purpose of the CSC was to work In behalf of MORTON , 

SOBELL and Obtain support and publicltp for further 
legal action to obtain his freedom* 


<00 T-l,| 






JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERO and MORTON BOBXLL ^ 

were convicted In United States District . ' 

Court (USDO , Southern District of New York X' 

CSDNT), on March 20, 1951, on a charge •f • 

Consplracp to Connlt Espionage on behalf of i i.rk - 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) * ;,c. - V 
The ROSENBERGs were sentenced to death on ^0 

April 5, 1951, and MORTON SOBELL was -V v 

sentenced to 30 srears* Inprisonnent on the r 
sane dap. JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG were 
legallp executed at Slng*Slng Prison^ . ^ _ 

Ossining, New York, on Januarp 19,1953. ' * ' 

MCNlTCNf SOBELL was released from the Federal . 

Penltentlarp at Lewlsburg, Pennsplvanla, 

on Jamiarp 28, 1969, after serving more 

than IS pears. ’’ . 


" fc 'i ■ 




« 


oa 100-2 5S30 


'ii 

-.‘1 ^ '■■ V- ' 

t - _*./ ^'-.- 


II. TERMIMATIOW OF TOE CSC 


T1i« CSC was <lirected by DAVID SOLTKER aod lis 
was assisted by his wife, GERTRUDE SOLTKER. The CSC 
os April 30, 1969, vacated its office in Room 714 of 
the Ogdes Building, 192. Sort h Clark Street, Chicago, . 
Illinois, and DAVID SOLTKER advised that the CSC was " 
tersinating as a cosaittee because HCttTON SODELL had 
been granted his freedow and there was no lomer any 
seed for the comaittee* 


Chicago, Xlllnoxs, on 5/6/69). 

CG T-1 furnished substantially the oaoe . - 
inforaatioo as set out above on May 13, 1969. : 


Ogdes* - 
treet , 


DAVID L. SOLTKER . : 

The files of the Subcoaaittee on Un-Aaerlcas 
Activities, Rouse of Representatives, as 
reviewed August, 1943, reflected that the v 
name DAVID SOLTKER appeared as a signer to ^ 
the Coaaunist Party (CP) Election Petition 
subaitted to the State of Illinois' in 1940. 

On October 21, 1960, DAVID SOLTKER was in ' 
attendance at a public aeeting sponsored by ^ 
the Pair Play for Cuba Coaaittee iTPCC) 
entitled **Report froa GUba** held at Chicago. 
Featured speakers were ROBOIT TABER, foraer 
CBS correspondent and Executive Secretary of 
the Rational FPCC, and CARLTOR BEALS, Gbair- 
aan of the Rational FPOC. 














<0a T-2, 10/26/60) 


Urm. PATIO <CERTmiDE) SOLTKEB ./ \ 

Th. fllM of the Subccmlttae on On-AMrlcaiT^^^^^^^ 
Activities, Bouse of Representstlves, so ' 




■y: 


OG i00-2SS30 


relieved la August, 1943, reflected that the 
osme of Mrs. DAVID (GERTRUDE) 80LTKER appeared 
as a signer of the CP Election Petition sub- 
Bitted to the State of Illinois in 1940. 

GERTRUDE SOLTKER as of 1943 was a aeaber of 
the CP. 

COG T-3, 1943) 

III. FIKAWCES 



The above Inforaatioa is not to be Bade public 
except in the usual proceedings following the issuance of 
a subpoena duces tecuB to the President of the Aaalgaaated 
Trust and Savings Bank or his designated representative. 

IV. A<?riVITlE3 

The CSC on Decenber 7, 1968, held a **Vhite 
Elephant Sale** at 4812 South Greenwood, Chicago . The 
P“*’Po®® this affair was to raise funds for the legal 
aid of MORTOE SOBELL. Approx iaateljr 30 people were 
observed in attendance at the affair. 

(OGT-l, 1/7/69) 

' Confidential inforaants who are in positions to • 

have SOBS infornation concerning CP and/or CP front 
grcups in the Qiicago area were contacted during March 
and April, 1969, and they advised that they could furnish V; 
DO additional infornation regarding the CSC, 


^-70 


• 4 


OG 100-25530 


APPK?^niX 


CHICAGO SOCELL COMMITTKE (CSC) 


iuivi.seci on Ap 


The above infarwation cannot Uv tiio.h cxeen* 

in the usual proceed inps li>llo’vjn^ issuance •»: n 
duces tecum. 

ArtiviMoc^^u Special Committee on Un-American 

House of Ue prose ntat Ives , as revicweil in Au:,ais i 
rcilccted that the nanu*s ol DAVID and CKUruUDE .SOLTKI » 
^apjKjar as signers of tlie Communist Party Election j>etiM«iM 
^submitted to the State of Illinois in lu-lu. 


A third source in 1913 advised 
as of 1913 was a member o f the Communis t 


that GKlVVHm>}, Sof.lK};;! 
.>a iM,\ . 
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CG 100-25530 
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■’f 
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COICMITTKK TO FREE MORTON SOBELL 



*■ ''*Tol lowing the execution of aIot.Ic spies Ethel and 

Julius Rose nberg in June, 1953, the * Common uh campai|;n 
assumed a different emphaain* Its major c'flort centered upon. 
Morton Sobeli,* the RoHenborK^* co-dofendan*. . The National 
Commit tee' to Secure Justicr; in thv Rosenbertj Ciae - a Communist 
front which had been conducting the carnfa-Kn * he United 
States - was reconstituted as the Natloral Ron^ nhcrR - Hobell 
Committee at a conference in ChlCAi^o In Cctobc.- , 1933, and 
* then the National Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobell Ic the Rosenberg Cane*...." 


("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications,'* 
dated December 1, 1961, Issued by tlie House Committee on Un^ 
American Activities, page 116.) 

In September, 1954, the nan»? ’’National Committee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell’ appeared on literature 
issued by the Committee. In March, 1955, th» namo, "Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobe first appeared on literature 
Issued by the Committet . In August, 1966, xho name "Committee 
to Free Morton Sobell" first appeared on literature Issued by 
the Committee. 

' \ The Address Telephone Directory for the Borough of 

Manhattan, New York City, pubKslied by the? New York Telephone 
Company on Aprils 12, 1968, lists the abc-' ^ ComTii tu* ’s addresn 
as 150 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York. 
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1 * ^ APPEKnX 


FAIR PT;AY.F0R CUBA COMMITTEE, 
CHICAGO OlAPTER 


A ^oxirce advinfod in October, I960, that the Chicago 
Chapter of che Fair Play for Cuba Commltleo (ITCC) was formed 
during the summer of 1960 at Chicago, Illinois, under the direct 
guidance and leadership of RICHARD OtlLFY, ? member uf the State 
Committee, Communist Party (CP) of Illinois, 

A second source In August, 1960, lurnished a leaflet 
entitled ’’What Is Really Happening in Cuba?” distributed by the 
FPCC in Chicago, The aims and purposes ot i he FPCC as set forth 
in this leaflet include the following: ”To disseminate the 
truth, to combat untruth; to publish and distribute factual 
infoiroation which tnc United States mass media suppresses. In 
general, to contribute to foundations for* peace, friendship, and 
understanding between ourselves and the Cuban people.” The 
leaflet reflects the FPCC plans to accomplish these aims: ”By 
mailing of information bulletins; org.inizing public meetings and 
forums; providing speakers, movies, and slides for meetings of 
interested organizations, placing ads in newspapers; to visit 
Cuba and see ior themselves what conditions really are.” 

A third source advised on March 9, 1964, that there 
has -been no activity ol the FPCC in Chicago sinco late November, 
1963, and for all intents and purposes the organization is 
defunct. ^ 

K 

The- mailing address for the FPCC, Chicago Chapter, Is 
Post 0ffi.^e Box 4474, Chicago 80, llilnciis. 


1 
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APPr.Timx 


FAI R, Pl^V^FO n CUBA COMM ITTKK 



' • The ApriJ 6, 1960, odiVloij of •'The Nc'w York Time-s'* 

nowspapert contained a lull-paKc iulverlisomeoL <apt ionod "What 
ls‘Realiy l!appeuin^; in Cuba," placecl by the Fiiir Play lor Cuba. 
Committee (FPCC) . This nciverti sOment announced the lormniion 
ol the FPCC In Now York City and declared the intended to 

. promulRate "the truth about revolutionary Cuba" o neutralize 
the distorted American press. 


"The Now York Times" edition ol January II, 1961, 
reported that at a hearing conducted before t hi« United Slates 
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee on January 10, 1961, 

Dr^. CHARLKS A. SANTOS-RUCH idcntifiad himseU and RODMIT TABWl 
as organizers of the FPCC, He also testified he and TAHKH 
obtained funds from the Cuban Government which were applied 
toward the cost of the aforementioned a«lvcrl l.scment , 

On May 16, 1963, a source advised that during the first 
■two years of the FPCC’s existence there was a struggle l.etween 
Communist Party (CP) and Socialist Workers Parly ( SWP) olenenls 
to exert their power within the FPCC and thereby influence FPCC 
'Policy. This source added that during the pasi yi.*ar there had 
been a successful effort by FPCC IcadL'rship to minimize the role 
of these and other organizations in the FPCC so that their 
Influence as of May, 1963, was negligible. 


The SW^ has been designated puisu.int Id Kxerutivo 
Order 10450. . A. 

1 

On Maj^ 120, 1963, a second sourc** advised that VINCKNT 
’TED" LEK, FPCO National Office Director, w,as then formulating 
FPCC policy and hud indicated that he had no intention of per- 
mitting FPCC pilicy to be determined by any other organization. 
This source strfAed that LEE believed that the FPCC should advo- 
cate resumptlon^of diplomatic relations between Cuh.a and the 
‘united States and should support the right of Cubans to manaite 
their revo lut Ion ^'wi thou t! inter reren<‘0 frtim other nations. LEK 
-did not advocate supporting the Cuban r»'Vo lotion per sc. 
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The No'/< 211. I9ti3 . ed>. r. ; ' j’f; . V* . i'. 

reported that THOMAS J. DODD oT Coan. • < r. .. 

FPCC ‘‘the chief pul, lie relations inslruirt».:;u oi ; i.t 0...; . . a .-loivork 
in the United States." It is to be noted that i..»i JX>nD wns 

a member of the tk'nate Internal Security iub. * . . < . » iv.ice 

conducted hear inns on the FPCC 

The Decortilyer 27, 1063, odiLioa •./' ' j .. »i(ir M 

Telegram and Sun" newspaper stated thui the ur > a ii; i ;> vi‘CC was 
seeking to go out of business and that its prj during 

its lifetime had been sponsorship of pro-CA^Mu >,{»-.• i ::illii‘s 
and mass picket lines, and the direction of in» i r» r.'j.igantia 
mill highlighting illegal travel-to-Cuoa camp'". . nwpara- 
tively brief span of life was attributed io «.oui iu,r. ,• ut * -CASTRO 
American public opinion, the 1962 Congr^-ssiona i whicl. 

disclosed FPCC financing by CACTRO's United Nations t ion . 

and ultimately, the bad publicity which the Fl‘CC rvi.yi^ov from 
disclosure of activities on its behalf Jiy .susr?* r - i'n: p res. dent jal 
assassin t££ H OSV/ALD. 

On February 6, 1964, the previously nei, < J si "concl 
source advised that V.. T. LiSK had recently remarkty ..iu- the 
FPCC was eJend and Jhat .here were no :>lu:u lu . . . .*thrrr 

Similar organization 

On April 13. 1964, a third ii<»iii x •» ' • <. i 

had not been any FPCC activity in many . . .• . 

had been dissolved. 
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iJi\rn:u statks dki-autmk.nt of justici 

F K I) K M A 1* II U « F A U ' * F I V i' T i i; A T i O N 

Chicago, Illinois 
May^-?, 196y 


Title COMMITTEE TO FREE MOTTON SOBELL 


Character 

Reference 

bno 


All sources (except ui\y listed Iclow) vli':..- id.ntltl,: 
arc concenled iri rcferericed conunimt hjvc fui-:- ; /■.. i,.... 

Info nsat ion In the past. 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT, 1950 
is made report of Special Agent 
r dated and captioned 








. • IIM- 

I' »*» dialMU<4l|.J 






FILE # 


100-107H1 


SUBJECT ROSFJIBSRG/SOBFXL COftllTTEF. 

SERIAL Leif ! X. DATE 

CONSISTING OF O PAGES cf *o/\\cU 

7, y. 1 3, IS' 

exempt from disclosure. In Its entirety, 
under (b)(l} es It has been classified pursuant 
to Qcecutlve Order 11652 es It contains 
Information which would disclose an intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number 



rp.jt3 vHrfv. a2-ifM6T) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


«C» 9 P^Me QrvtCS 

KErf YCRK 


< epp'ct CP o«tsip 

I KEa’ YORK 


6 / 6/69 I 5 / 66 - 3 / 15/69 


TITU OF CUE 

COI^tlTTEE TO FREE MQhTOK SOBE 


made CV 

uj 


CHARACTER OF CASE 
IS*C 

IS Act, 1950 


Tvp«e 

fl^r 


REPERENCES ; 

New York repor 

j 

ADMINISISATIVE: 


T SA ■ 

4/' 


. 

I 11/8/68. 


Copied of this^jap^rt have heen designated for Ij 

interested local inWHigence agencies. f- 

Information copies of this report have been furnished 
to field offices havln£r active CPMS committees or which are 
reported to have been involved with recent CFMS activity. 

By separate communication, the NYO is furnishing 





even OMC vciui O^** 

#KHOIM« »M»«CUTia« 

oven Six MONTH* Oy«» Omo 


00 HOT WRITE IN SPACES iELOW 
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KY'100-107111 


COPIES (cont'd) 


1 - Albany (100-13260) (INFO) (RM) 

1 - Ancorage (INFO) (RM) 

1 - Baltimore (100-152'‘l) (IN?0) (RM) 

1 - Chlcaeo (100-2^530) (INFO) (RM) 

1 - I«s Anftcles (lOO-J*l6i'0) (INFO) (RM) 

1 - Minneapolis (INFO) (RK) 

1 - Philadelphia (100-3766?) (INFO) (BK) 

1 - San Francisco (100-35117) (INFO) (RM) 

1 - Seattle (10O-22197) (IM-’O) (RK) 

1 - Washington Field (lOO-RS'*?**) (INFO) (RM) 
ADMINISISATIVE (cont’d) 
a revised characterization for CFMS, 


Ihe NYO is opening a new 100- case on the ^OSENBIRO- 
SOBELL COMMITTEE*' and will conduct investigation to deterriine 
the scope of activity of this organization. 

Officers and office employees of CFMS as of 4/9/69# 
are on either the SI or RI-B of the NYO. 

This report is classified ^onAentlal** because It 
contains information froTu KY T-1 through^KY T-11, the unauthorized 
disclosure of whlcn might identify these sources and adversely 
affect the national defense. 


INFORMANTS: 


Identity of Source 


T-1 


Characterization 
of FRA1« MILIJER 


Pile Number Where Loca ted 



v\ 



-B- 

(COVER PAGE) 


IIY 100-107111 


INFORMANTS (cont'd) 


Identity of Source 


File Number Where Located 


NY T-2 


Chara c ter iza tion 
of EVELYN HAKAP 



NY T-4 
Former NY 
1219-S* 


NY T-6 


NY T-7 


Characterization of 
MARGARET BIAU 


Characterization of 
AAHOi; KAIZ 


Characterization of 
EMILY ALMAN 


Characterization of 
SAM KAMEIJ 

Characterization of 
FRANT. MILLER 




100-6cl£c - li:9o 


.edcal 
ust Co. (Request) 


NY T-11 


-C*- 

(COVIK PAGE) 




0 



UNJTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


C^Mi 


f 0f»«« PlU 


- 10St>. M Group, NYC (RM) 

1 - 2nd OSI District, USAf, NYC (RM) 

1 - NISO, NYC (RM) 

New York, New York 
O 



#• 100-107111 


IwrMvPlUit 100-387835 


tkUi 


COMMITTEE TO FREE MORTON SOBELL 


Oownb . INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

- . INTERNAL SECURITY ACT, 1950 lo 



For purpose of brevity, the 
Committee to Free MORTON SOBELL 
will be abbreviated as CrMS 
throughout this report. 





A characterization of CFMS 
is contained in the appendix 
attached hereto. 


'??9rFlATl/5r«:iIS 
AN? nzir OFFICES 








COJyjbEN 


EKTIAL 


TbU 4ocaM0t eontvlM a«lth«T r»eoMM»e«atl 90 * no* eof>e)«*iae» tk* TBI. 


Group I 

Ex^^uded from automatic 
dowr^radlng and 
declassification 

It i» proptrtr •! th* Ffl ••4 !• lp«m*4 t« 



NY AO9-IO7III 


JULIUS and ETOEL ROSENBERG and 
MORTON S03ELL were convicted in 
the United States District Court 
(US DC) , Southern District of New 
York (SONY), on March 29# 1951# 
on a charge of conspiracy to com- 
mit espionage on behalf of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
(USSR). The ROSENBERGS were 
sentenced to death on April 5, 

1951# and MORTON SOBELL was sentenced 
to 30 years Iraorisonnent on the same 
date. JULIUS and EIHEL ROSEIBERO 
were legally executed at Sing Sing 
Prison, Ossining, New York, on June 
19# 1953. MORTON SOBELL was released 
from federal custody on January 14, 
1969 and will be on probation until 
May 14, 1981. 

I. DISSOLUTION 


mu advised on January 13, 

' 1959# that EVELYN HARAP was a 

member of the Chelsea -Lincoln 
Square section of the Convnunist 
Party (CP), and she left the 
CP in the Spring, of 1958. 
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___ 

~ an ac 
- ^r, from 

- identified HELEN 

0\JHi:^lTZ (KELBv S03ELL) as a 
member of tbe Education and 
Literature Committee of the 
CP in Wash inc ton, as of 

February 1, 1944* 








i 
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■ fc7di 


[ SCHNEIDSl^nad been an active 
member of the City Branch of the CP 
In Austin, Texas. SHIV devises that 
because of SCKNEIder »s alien status, extra 
security precautions were taken to 
conceal her CP membership. 

fm^advlsed during 19^^« that 
EKiTyAU-'AW, and her husband were 
members of the East Side Club, 

Number 5, New York County CP,' In 
19^6. 



- 6 - 
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II. OFrlCERS AKP KEY PPSONI^EL 



im^vadvise<^ on September 2 , 
i)7«( 1954 , that MAHOABET BLAU >Jas 
the organizational secretary 
of the^Flftn North Section, 
Upper Westslde region, Kew York 
State CP, at one period durli^ 

19^8-1950, 


Fadvised on April 27, 19^.# 
that AAHON KATZ >»as a member of 




the CP for si>: years and had been 
transferred into the Waterfront 
Section of the CP during December, 

1944. 
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All of above check information Is not to be oade 
publie vilthou^h^souanc^^^ubr)o|n^uc|^^^ 

Chemical New York Trust Company, 15^ fifth Avenue, New 
York., New York. 

VHm^dvised on June, 22, 19^ 
vr7fi that SAM KAMSi: attended the opening 
•: ^ session of the l8th CP, USA, National 

Convention held in New York, New York, 
on June 22, 1966, 






NY 100-107111 



on March 14^ I 9 S 9 , jj^g/ggadwlsed that the CFNS 
sponsored a reception for MORTON and HiiLEIv SOBEIX which was 
held on J*5arch 9, 19C9$ In the Americana Hotel, New York, 

New York, and approxinately 700 people were in attendance. 
The greater part of the audience were elderly and only a few 
teenagers and young people were observed. 

Both HEL©: and MORTON SOBELL gave thanks to the 
CFfS representatives from Chicago, Vancouver, Washington! 
Syracuse, san Francisco, and Eos Angeles, who were attending 
this reception. 


MORTON SOBELL mentioned that he will attend school 
for a few years to become an engineer once more. 


He stated that publishers had approached him and he 
has committed himself to write a book during the next year or 

so. .'"•••* 


_ f advised that many people In the audience 
handed HELEN SOBELL envelopes and gift wrapped packages while 
she was standing In the reception line at above affair. 


8 





1l 

COMMl-TTSE TO FREE MORTOK SOBELL 

’•pollowli^ the execution of atomic spies Ethel and , 
Julius Rosenberg In June, 1953^ the ’Communist campaign 
assumed a different emphasis. Its major effort centered 
upon Morton Sobell, * the Rosenbergs’ conSefendant. The 
National Committee to Secure Justice tn the Rosenberg Case 
e Communist front which had been conducting the campaign 
in the United States - was reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg - Sobell Committee at a conference in Chicago, 
in October, 1953* and ’then the National Committee to Secure - : • ; 
Justice for Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg Case’«»./‘ 

C'Ouide to Subversive Organizations and Publications^ 
dated December 1, 1961, Issued by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, Page 116,) 

In September, 1954, the name '^National Committee ; 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell “ appeared on literature .. 
issued by the Committee, In March, 1935j the name ’’Committee 
to secure Justice for Morton Sobell”, first appeared on 
literature l83U€^d by the Committee. In August, 1966, the 
name ’’Committee to Free Morton Sobell’’ first appeared on .. . 
literature Issued by the Committee, 


Address Telephone Directory for the Borough v- 
of Manhattan, Nev; York City, published by the New York 
Telephone Company on April 12, 1968, lists the above 
Canrolttee’s address as 150 Fifth Avenue, New York, Hew York, ? 





. r^o:? m**. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUBEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Kev: York, Nev. York 

June 6 , 1969 


Bufile 100-387835 
Wflle 100-107111 





ttUe 


Committee To Free Morton Sobell 


Chaxeeter 

Befemiee 


Internal Security -C 

Internal Security Act, 1950 l 1 ' ' 

Is mad^^^reoor^o^Sgecial 

dated 

end Nee 

York. 


All sources (except az^ listed belov) vbose Identities 
are concealed In referenced communication have furnished reliable 
Infomation In the past. 



Thl* doetm«af eoaians r*eem»»ndation» aor eoneJufloa* of tb» TSi, It It th« ^*^*'*^^ 

•< tb« rsi md la i»M*4 t» yo«r aobaer; U a»4 It* eontwit* an *et to b* eatrtbatod eatoida 
yooi a^aoov. 




FILE # 


100-107111 


SUBJECT 


SERIAL 


ROSENBERG/SOBELL COMMITTEE 


CONSISTING OF 


PA(^ 




Is exempt from disclosure^ in its entirety, r 
under (b)(7)(D) as information contained 
this serial vould Identify an Informant to 
vhom an expressed promise of confidentiality 
has hern given. This information includes 
dates and places of meetings which were . 
attended by a limited number of people Imown . 
to the Informant and/or information from these - ^ 
meetings and situations in which an informant 
was in close contact with members of these : 
organ Izat ions f disclosure of which would reveal 
his Identity. .. „ w. 



pj 



Purpo^ and raauUa of cootact 

□ NecATive 
(33 POSJTIVB 

□ STATISTIC 


vl’-lOO-lOTlll (S 03 aELL COMMITTBE ) (il'i) 
1-100-89559 (MARSHALL PERLIH) (45) 

ABC : ajnw 

(3) 



-/c )nh U/:i 

• :-ARCHm:> INflflffD.: 


::ARCHtD ^|N0tX£D-: ^ 

a*IAU 2E0__ i/JlLEO Jw- 

•VV - i ' J ^ 


&1C. 
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FILE # 


100-107111 


SUBJECT 


ROSENBERG/SOBELL COMMITTEE 


SERIAL 


, 4/7 






CONSISTING OF 




FACES 


is exempt from disclosure. In Its entlret^p ...0 , - ^ 

under (b)(7)(D) ss Information contained in ’ - . ; 

this serial would identify an Informant to 

vhom an expressed promise of confidentiality ~ 

has hern given* This information includes 

dates and places of meetings which were 

attended by a limited number of people known / : tTXTTri'T : 
to the Informant and/or Information from these ‘ . - 

meetings and situations in which an Informant - 

was in close contact with members of these - 
organisations, diaclosure of which would reveal “ 
bis identity. 1. , . 


















•moMt *0*. ^ ^ 

Mt 1141 I^tiow * 

UNITED STATES GOVhftNMENT 

Memorandum ': 


TO ; • ; SAC 

,1-. 

from : ^*SA 




DATE; 7/15/69 

Ci^»*C3S* aR(f«b) 

(42) 

CjPci Opsi or 

■ o 


Dates of CoDtstft 

7/1/69 


Tales and File #s on which contacted 




Purpos* md results of contsct 

Onegativi 
gp POSITIVE 
□statistic 


1-100-107111 (SOBELL COMMITTEE) (44) 
1-100-57695 (YSOBEL SANDLER) (45) 
AEC:rlp 


tT1 Informant cerlifinH that be has 
«V. furnished all inforrootion obtained 
bv him sinco last contncl. 

Ratinit 

E)CCELLENT ^ . 

’i : 

? ' 





srAyHto ..„M iwpcyx. 

siRiAuam 

Ky JUL 111360 

K’l ■ Nr,.- Y-T'.*; 




P S?. ¥. -^ 





I 


[■ 




• heFcln obtained confidentially 

QthjfcTmi m not to be disclosed In report or * 

h«*^ir^to <*«eWed definitely that 

ne IS to be a witness in a trial or hearing. 


e'?<^ 


documents 


Ttie source 
from which 


custody of the basic 




,■^6 original PD-^og I3 nalntalned In 


UNITED STATES OOVlJfMENT 


to , 



Memorandum 

•SAC, Naw York (100-1071X1) 

-4 ■' \ 

'Director, FBI (100-387835) 


4 . i 

si®jECT:C0"l!liiTTEEiT0 FKEE MORTON SOBELL 

IS - c V 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 





date: 7/22/69 


' Reurcharacterizatlon of captioned organization 
dated 5/29/69. 

This characterization should be resubmitted to 
Indicate the reason why the organization hold its final 
meeting on 4/9/69. 


} 

I 


The revised characterization should reach the 
Bureau by 7/28/69. 





, , ' 

\/^0 



Jo 

■. . ■ ! 

'.'in 



f 

U,S. Sspin^i Bonds on fbi fayroll Savings flan 


"■ t . .. PONriDtI'iTlAL ‘ 

•• Vork> Ww torit .:' • /" ^ 

100-387835 JUL^I J Ofl 

- ^Nirf4« loo-iozm . , ^ 

^ ’ / OOM^flTTEE TO FREE MORTON SOBELL 

Internal Security • C 

< Internal Security Act » 1950 v^‘ . . .tv - 7 * v.* 

Subversive Organisation Characterisation' > 

‘ • ■ • ■’ ^^••• ' 

••Following the execution of atomic spies Ethel ‘ 
and Julius Rosenberg in June, 1953, the •Conrmnist campaign ; ' / 
assumed a different emphasis* Its major effort centered upon 
Morton Sobell,* the Rosenborgs* co-defendant* The National 
Conr;ittee to Secure Justice In the Rosenberg Case - a v* 

Comrunist front wliich had been conducting the campaim in . 

the United States • was reconstituted as the National '* ' * 

Itosenberg - Sobell Cowaittee at a conference in Chicago in"V,* ' - 

October, 1953, and •then the National Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg Case* *•**•• ; v 

(••Guide to Subversive Organizations and Fublieat- 
ions**, dated December I, 1961, issued by the House Coamittee 
on Un-American Activities, page 116*) ^ , , v *.^ 1 v 



In September, 1954, the name ••National Committee ' r 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell** appeared on literature ' 
issued by the Committee* In March, 1955, the name, ••Committee t 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell**, first appeared on r ,t"" ■ 
literature iemicd by the Committee* In August, 1966, 
name ••Committee To FTee Morton Sobell** first appeared 
litcrature issued by the Committee# ' . • 

■ * ' ■ ' ' V :,4 vT • V 

I v ' ' ■ 


,1 



SOURCES 


the past# 


Itio has furnished reliable Infoniuktion ^ 




2 • Bureau (RM) . . , ^ 

li.- New Tork (100-90311) (Subversive Organization Cliaracterisatlon)(44) 
Tozis 


CSK'utf 





.• ««v™ ^ . ' 




c^npiointiau . 


aMOCD^ 




JUL 241969 v 

KI^NEW YORK/ 


r:> 


>7' v‘ " ■ 






FD-209 {Rev. Q.13-6| 
«o«« 10 \ 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


, 8/12/69 


(# ^2) 


CjCI CSI OR(Prob) 


j PCI c PSI □ R 


Dates of Contact 


8/1/69 

Titles and File Sa on which contacted 


Purpose and results of contact 


i INEGATIVE 
POSITIVE 
□ STATISTIC 


1 - 100-107111 (SOBELL COMMITTEE) (44) 
''T-100-109849 (HELEl! SOBELL) (45) 


AEC :ainw 

(3) 


J Informant certified that he has RatinR 
" furnished all information obtained 
by him since last contact. 


EXCELLENT 


- /op ///A , 02 ^ 

SEMCHtO .. 

AUGi2 19S9 


cai — NEW 



who has furnished reliable 
aade available to SA 
ank records concerning . -7 
fTe attached PD-302 on which ^ 
pertinent information was recorded. 

Information herein obtained confidentially; 
source's name I3 not to be disclosed in report or 
otherwise unless It has been decided definitely that 
he Is to be a witness In a trial or hearing. 

The source no longer has custody of the basic 
docuTuents from which the check Information was 
obtained. 




02 Is maintained in 


FC^-302 (lUv. 4>;5-64) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


8/13/69 


1 . 


The following checks were among those dravm against the 
bank account of Sobell Conmiittee; Deposit 

Date Payee Amount and/or Endorseji 


Check # 

6659 


6/28/69 HELEN SOBELL 


$1,000.00 Westside Savings 

# 30205 


The balance as of 7/31/69# $193*08. 


The above information is not to be made public except In 
a usual proceeding following the Issuance of a subpoena duces 
tecum. 

The officer to be subpoenaed is Mr. GEORGE MAJOR, 
Assistant Vice President, Chemical New York Trust Company, 

154 Fifth Avenue, New York, Mew York. 


8/1/69 


Chemical New York Trust Co. 
154 Fifth Avenue p, 


NY 100-107111 


Dot* dictated. 


8/7/69 


ju. JiTSisse! .( A. .. >. f •' '• '• 

(I and tU cantanli mf not to bt dtalrlbwt*^ owtsido ro»f Ofoney. 








jJpitiim 100.S87835 
' 100-107111 


CONf •ta'-i* f 

New York, Hew York 
JUL23b)»9 

Ur— - -- 

COMMITTEE TO FREE MORTON SOBEU. 
Internet Security - G 



Internal Security Act t 1950 

Subversive Organization Characterization • 


**Pollowing the execution of atomic spies Ethel 
and Julius Rosenberg in June, 1953, the •Communist campaign ‘ 
assumed a different emphasis. Its major effort centered upon 
Morton Sobell,* the Rosenbergs* co-defendant. The National 
Committee to Secure Juatlce in the Rosenberg Case - a 
Conminist front ’which had been conducting the campaign in 
the United States - was reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg • Sobell Connlttee at a conference in Chicago In 
October, 1953, and •then the National Committee to Secure ’ 
Justice for Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg Case*,,,,** 



(••Guide to Subversive Organize tione and Publicat- 
ions", dated December I, 1961, issued by the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities, page 116,) 

In September, 1954, the name ••National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell^* appeared on literature 
issued by the Committee, In March, 1955, the name, ••Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell", first appeared on 
literature Issued by the Committee, In August, 1966, the 
name ••Committee To Free Morton Sobell" first appeared on - 
literature issued by the Committee, 



">'1 * 2®*^ (100-90311) (Subversive Organization Characterisation) (44) 






9A7Z C7 ci:!.'.:;:; icjii-',:; 

'APPnovE6'JB^'3!^J969 

Date 




// - 

- / S i// 

Aisma 7 . 

XWUZEO «■»■» -| . • 

A\ 806 1 1)969 ! 

•V FBI-new vork I 






FEDERAj-^URZAU Or hW£P!" CATION 


■ iroBUNo orricK 


SAN FRANCISCO NEW YORK 

TirufJfBgfT''-' 


10/3C/B9 i 9/25/69-10/27/69 


COMMITTEE .TSP FREE MORTON SOBELL, a>« _J 
r ’ ; CHiSS 






IS - C; ISA, 1950 



REFERENCE Report of Francisco, 4/29/69 

- C -< 


f • 

ADMINISTRATIVE 



This report is classified conf^Jf ntial since data reported 
from SFT-l* through SF T-3 could reasonably result in the 
identification of confidential informants of continuing value 
and compromise effectiveness thereof. 


One copy of this report is being designated for Los Angeles 
for information because of the former plose alliance between the 
SOBELL committees in Los Angeles and San Francisco. 



APFROVC.D 


B^CCIAU AOCNT 
IN CHARGE 


DO NOT VRiTE IN SPACES EELOW 






3S117 


' < V revised characterization of captioned orsanization. 

to th« Bureau by separate correspondence « 


IMFORMAhTTS 

■}^ 

Identity of Source 

Sr T-li s 





File V^here Located 







3TA7EU DEP;^rtV.V*ENT O' j 
BURfeTAU ir^SVESTiCiATlci 


CONFll^fTAL 


•I? 4 , ^•'2‘‘- 115th MIG, San Francisco (RM> 
1*1 - NISO, San Francisco <RM) 

' . 1; - OSI, Travis AFB (RM) 

'■■■■■ft 


Up9ii9h ^ 

:?r;.;.^^ctober^3Tj^l969 
Pi«M 9fSc» riu It 100*36117 

. ■* J 

TWtt ; COMMITTEE TO FREE MORTON SOBELL 


Ofk«i San Francisco, California 


Surtow Fiit #1 100*38783 5 


Oomtoi 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C; 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT, 1950 

The Bay Area Council of Sobell Conunittees (BACSC) 
held a meeting at the Jack Tar Hotel, San Francieco, 
on 4/11/69 to celebrate MORTON SOBELL's release 
from prison. _^LBERT MALTZ was guest speaker 




i 



^7^ 



Thl« d^euaMiit o«(i(Bin» n«iih*r r^cemm^dotlonA nor conctyflon* o< tho TiW. It is tK« ^oporty ot the and 
ye«r opener I I* it* eoni*nt* at* net i« be dtntrtbuted awt*i4r your agency. 



tM ioar.*d tr 


M»te«MC»T eeiMeiH* errtct lety.c- efN-ST# 


ST 100-35117 


DETAILS 


A eMraet«ri cation of the Bay Area Council 
of Sobell Committees (BACSC) it contained 
in the appendix » 


HEADQUARTERS 




OFFICERS 


WARREN K. BILLINGS and ESTHER LAMPEL have been 
d Secretarv. jr^sneetlvelv. for the 






2, that ESTHER SKLAR, 
alto known at ESTHER LAMPEL, wat Conmunitt 
Party (CP) organizer of Unit IS, City 
Terrace, Los Angeles County CPj that she 
had joined CP in 1928, and that, in 1935, 
she was reported as having been tran 






w-r«i 


ormerly 

member of District 2, CP, 

New York, and when she first came to 
Los Angeles, she had been assigned to 
Unit J-S, Hollywood Section, Los Angeles . 
County CP, and was Dues Secretary of that 



sr ioo-S(sii7 




t 

HHHjjjjHflP further stated that in 
1938 Esther sklAR^ an unemployed 
millinery worker residing at 
2422-l/j Pomeroy Avenue, tos Angeles, 

California, who had held an executive 
position in Cap Makers Local 22, had 
attended the CP Vorkers School in 
Los Angdles, and was in 1938 assigned 
to the Veedle Trades Unit 5, Industrial 
Section^ Los Angeles County CP» 

» 

The Deesmber 8, 1961, issue of the 
"People's World" (PW) newspaper 
identified WARR£N X« BILLINGS as 
the person who was "recently" 
pardoned for his participation in 
the 1918 Preparedness Day bombing 
with TOM MOONEY. 

The PW is a West Coast Comunist 
newspaper published weekly in 
San Francisco, California. 

On March 27, 1953, WARREN K. BILLINGS 
informed Special Agents of the FBI 
that he was not and had never been a 
member of the CP, but described himself 
as a "philosophical anarchist."' 

III. ACTIVITIES V. 

A meeting of the BACSC was held on April 11, 1969. . ' 
at the Jack Tar Hotel, San Francisco, California, to 
celebrate MORTON SOBELL's release from prison. Admission • 
was $2.25 and approximately 120 individuals attended. 

JESSICA TREUHAFT acted as Mistress of Ceremonies and spoke-. 
for only a few minutes. On the platform with her were KAY 
COLE, DICK WERTHIMER, WARREN BILLINGS and ALBERT HALTS. 
WERTHIMER also spoke briefly and thanked the audience for 
the money which had been contributed each time that he had to ' 
ask for it. A collection was taken and it was announced later 



I 


SF 100-3 SU7 



•**?*' A tap* was play*d of MORTOM "* ' 

SOBELL and his wlfa* SOBELL spoke about how happy ha was to 
sae the youth of today acting rabaXliously and how they used 
tactics with which the administration could not cope* The ^ ' 
guest speaker « ALBERT HALTZ ^ compared SOBELL to other individuals 
he considered martyrs and he spoke about the relationship of 
man to the state and the relationship of man to his ideals* 

He talked about anti-Semitism in Poland and he noted that one 
of the first acts of the victorious Bolsheviks in Russia had 
been to make a phonograph record attacking anti-Semitism. Ha 
said that Lenin would not have even dreamed of anti-Semitism 
being used in a socialist state. * He paid tribute to MORTON 
SOBELL, whom he said was imprisoned for a crime he did not 
commit but who did not falsely accuse others, confess, or 
bow his head. The meeting was adjourned by JESSICA TREUHATT. 


pril 14, 


1969 


It is noted that JESSICA KITFORD is also 
known as Jessica Lucy Treuhaft, Decca 
Treuhaft and Mrs. Robert Edward Treuhaft. 


It was announced at a meeting^ of the 



and her husband had res igned 
from the CP. 


CCA 
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DICK VERTHINER was a member of the Outer- 
Mission Club, Haskell Section^^HP o f 
San Francisco, Bllllllllllll^^ 




N^ember 27, 1950 

The 1967 membership list of the 
San Francisco Chapter of the National 
Lawyers Guild (NL6) included the name 
RICHARD WERTHIMER, 34$ Franklin Street, 

San Francisco. 

SF T-6 

May 3, 1967 - 

A characterization of the NL6 is contained 
in the appendix. 

The November 4, 1951, issue of the 

•San Francisco Chronicle, • a San Francisco 

dally newspaper, in an article entitled 

•A Report on Nhat Has Happened to the 

Hollywood Ten** reported that •all but 

one of the famous 'Hollywood Ten'— seven 

witers, two directors, and a producer— 

who startled the Nation and brought undying ' ' 

shame on the film business by taking jail 

sentences for contempt of Congress rather 

than speak up concerning their affiliation 

or sympathies with the CP, have turned to 
other fields for a livelihood. . •• 

The article listed ALBERT HALTZ as one of the 
•Hollywood Ten" and reported that he was 
living in Cuernavaca, Mexico, writing a 
novel and a play. 

The Fourth Report of the Senate Fact-Finding 
Committee on Un-American Activities in California 
dated 1948 reported on Page 116 that "ALBERT 
HALTZ is an important Communist in the solar 
system of Communist front organizations." This 


- 5 - 
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report also ravealsd that according to tastinony 
before the Thomas Committee in Washington, 
on October 20, 1947, ALBERT MALT2 held CP Card 
Number 47196 • 

The Fifth Report of the Senate Fact-Finding 
Committee on Un-American Activities in California 
dated 1949, reported on Page 498 that ALBERT 
MALTZ was one of ten individuals who have been 
affiliated with fz*om 31 to 40 Communist front 
organizations* 

SF T-1 corroborated that the BACSC meeting was 
held on April 11, 1969, at the Jack Tar Hotel, San Francisco* 
California* SF T-1 added that ESTHER LAMPEL was in charge 
of the affair and that WARREN BILLINGS opened the meeting* 
OECCA TREUHAFT acted as Mistress of Ceremonies and an attorney 
took up a collection which amounted to $500* 

SF T-l 

April 23, 1969 
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»\\Y rr uiyvciL r'';L'inThi;.s. 

Alsft Knm*n A5 

Coninfrtce to Kccotc ,Tu5tlrc For 
^?oTtnn Sobell, Xrrtb^To r^tllfoniSa 
Council of Sobell Ccrritteea 


A source advUoA on October 31, 195S, that the 
lav Area Council of Sobcll Cniwittccs (BACSC) v as .formed 
on Ocrob^er 17, IPSS, in ??bji Francisco, Calirornia, 4 is the ' 
local affiliate of tiie National Sobell Cormlttce to carr)^ 
out the policies of the National Committee to obtain the 
irccdoHi of /iORTON SOniiLL, 



1 . . Pecewber 18, 1950, n third source advised that 
•jA«l kRVAR, a member of the Warehouse Club, Communist Tartv 
iCd)* I.«st Kay Region, Oabland, Cnlirnmia, and the naid 
organizer for the BACSC, has stated that the CP is interested 
in controling the BACSC so that the BACSC will continue, to ' 
follow the line of the National Sohcll Committee in attempt Ins 
to obtain the freedom of Nortav SObCbL. 



Sr 100-3S117 




1 



COMMITTEE TO FREE MORTON SOBELL 



"Following the execution of atonic epiea Ethel 
and Juiius Rosenberg in June, 19S3, the •Communist campaign 
assumed a different emphasis. Its major effort centered upon 
Morton Sobell,* the Rosenbergs* co-defendant. The National 
Committee to Secure Justice In the Rosenberg Case - a " 

Communist front which had been conducting a campaign in 
the United States - was reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg - Sobell Committee at a conference in .Chicago in 
October, 1953« and •then the National Comittee to Secure 
Justice for Norton Sobell in the Rosenberg Case*...* 

("Guide to Subversive Organisations and Publica- 
tions", dated December 1, 1961, issued by the Bouse Committee - : 
on Un-American Activities, page 116.) 

Xn September, 1954, the nama"National Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell* appeared on literature 
issued by the Committee. Zn March, 1955, the name, "Committee * 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell", first appeared on 
literature issued by the Committee. Zn August, 1966, the 
name "Coinnittee to Free Morton Sobell* first appeared ob - 

literature issued by the Committee. 





APPENDIX 



NATIONAL LAKYTPS WII.O . V 

SAN TBANCISCO CHAPTLP ' •^,:.Trfeo-vv^ 


A source advised on Mnv 6^ 1969, that 
Traticisco Chanter of thn National hnwyers Guild, which is 
nrri Hated with the National Lawyers Cwlld and I 

nolicics and directives, was organ! red in the summer of 193/* 
and is currently active in San Francisco* Califomia* 

/ 


< 


• V **»•. - It **».«•«♦*(» 



. • . . 


A»»FEXOTX 



- ‘v' " ‘ 

.■ ■' ; '4. 

•C-. 


CONFlteNTIAL 


« • 
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CON' 




NTIAL 


MATIONAL IAWERS OTIIiD 




Th« Bou«« CoOBltte* on Un-toorican i^lvlti«*» tou»o 
roDort 3123« Soptembor 21» 1950» cite* tho Hationai lawyers . 
Guild (MIG) ae a coamiuniat front which it the 
bulwark of the Couununlat Marty (CM) and kaa never failed to 
rally to the legal defenaa of the CM and individual arntbere 
thereof, including known eaplonage aganto. — 


A source advised on February 1, 19<9, ttut £>»• 

soeeches oade and the workshops and panel discussions held at 
a%ecent Midwest Conference of the HIG, it cle arl y 
that the MIG is being developed fcon » ” 

type organisation* into a strong active supporter of the 

■new left*. " 


A second source advised during April, 19M, that , 
the President Of the MIG spoke at an HIG banquet held in -7 r 
Hew York City on April 12, 1969, stating that the 
orcanised young people to work in a radical ^venent whlto 
is^seeking^ to Sestroy a corrupt, violent soeieto •»« replace It 
with one which will benefit all. 


a . 

.-.j 


A third source advised on 

President of the Mew York Chapter of the MIC •PfJ*.*^^** . . 

^ve banquet stating that the purpose of the Mio le ^ . 
advance the *soclal revolution* taking place In 2”"^* 

In furtherance of this purpose, the MU3 has 
Student Guild Chapters end given counsel to draft resistore 
end nilitary personnel seeking peaoe. 


As of July 23, 1969, the MM Mational Office was 
locat ed at 5 Beeknan Street, Mew York, Mew York. 
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On June 20 1953 Ethel and Julius Rosenberg were electrocuted at Sing Sing prison for allegedly transmitting 
the secret of thr. c*ioniic bomb to the Soviet Union. Their co-defendent, Morton Sobell, served 19 years in federal 
prisons 

Investigations since the deaths of the Rosenbergs, especially those of Miriam and Walter Schnelr, authors of 
Invitation to on Inguost, point to the innocence of the Rosenbergs and the likelihood of an F.B.I. conspiracy and 
frameup against them. 

despite these investigations, the F.B.I. still refuses to open Its files on the case; like many other parts of the 

Mixon Government, it prefers cover-ups, and cover-ups of cover-ups. 

As Jews we fee! a special tic to the Rosenberg case. All of the principals in the case — the defendants, 
v/Uncsses, lav/yers, the Judge, and the D. A. — were Jewish. Anti-Semitism was used by McCarthyite America to 
attack the Left and silence the Jewish community. And Jewish Cold Warriors like Roy Cohn, Irving Kaufman, and 
Irving Saypol did the dirty v;ork against their own people. 

As socialists and radicals, v/e also feel a special tie to the Rosenberg case. It is a model of the conspiracy 
prosecution, the use of vague legislation, a corrupt F.B.I., a hanging judge, and coerced government witnesses 
In political trials that masquerade as criminal prosecutions. The government used the trial to mask Its cold war— 
arrns race policies, creating fears and threats to fool the public arid silence the opposition. The same tactics are 
employed today. VJe have scon this throughout the 19C0s and 1970s, in the trials of the Black Panther Party, the 
Chicago Eight, and many other radicals, and'we see it nov/ In the trials of the Attica brothers, the American 
Indian Movement, and the Black Liberation Army. 

‘ We cannot stand silent while this Watergate-like charade continues. Thus we are assembling outside the 
F.B.I. building to demand that the files in the Rosenborg-Sobcll case be opened to public scrutiny. 
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"" Morton Subcll, who reccnttr spent a weekend in 
Atlanta pronwtins his book. On OninsTime. was a 
co-defendant with Julius and Ethel Rosenherg in Jhe 
famous Cold War espionofte trial. Convicted on the 
basis of circumstantial evidence, much of which was 
later discovered to he false (as Sobcll describes in this 
mfcn’iw/. the Rosenber^s were executed for supposed- 
ly pleos for the atom bomb to the Russians. 

Sobcll spent IS I (2 years in jail after conviction for 
supposedly pardcipatinji >m an cs/nonugr ring with the 
Rosenhergs. ^ 

SobelEs book gives a sketchy picture of lus past. 
The real substance is his description of the climate of . 
the early Cold War period, his own fears of political 
persecution, his sensational espionage trial, and his 18 
lf2 long years in prison. Throughout this story runs 
the strong current ofSobell’s sustained relationship 
wth his wife and his str^igglc to keep his sanity while 
totally cut off from his previous life. Now in hard co- 
ver from Scribner's, the book will be out in paper- 
back in September. . „ , , 

Inten'iewing for the liird were Ted Brodek and 
Teresa Sccules. ’ — 


Undlcaic paq«, nam* o( 
newspaper, city and state.) 


"The Bird", 


Pages 8 and 9 


2/20/75 


Submitting Office: 

1 I Being investigated 






-flird: What was s<^ins on in the US in (hr early 


50i? 

Sobcll: After ihc last wjir, when the US and the 
Soviet Union were allies, the US for one reason or 
another reversed its policy. Gradually the Cold War 
started to develop. 

It is usual, in any situation where a government 
wants to dnft gears, to stage political trials. There 
were quite a number of political trials preceding tins 
one, starling with the trials of the Commiinisls in NY 
in 1948. Technically concerning the Smith Act. this 
trial's actual purpose was to frighten progressives and 
Communists and cx-Communists into going \mdcr* 
ground. It succeeded. 

Also in ‘48. the USSR exploded an atom bomb 
which created consternation in the ranks of the Ustab- 
lishmcm.Thcy didn't visiiali/e that a nation of pea- 
sants could explode an atomic bomb. I hey conclitdcd 
that a spy stole the bomb for the Russians. And the . 
FBI was out to find these spies. 

Bird: How did you f:Ct invoUn'd in this? 

Sobelk. I was vulnerable at this time. I had been 
a member of the Communist Parly but in 1947 when I 
i went lowoik, I signed a non-Communist affidavit 
slating that 1 had never been a member of the parly. 

It was false and I faced 5 years imprisonment. I had 

• been a friend ofEthcl and Julius Rosenberg. 1 had a 

number of other left-wing associates. In addition. I had 
a very close friend who had signed two non-Commu. 
nist affidavils. lie faced ten years in prison and it 
didn’t take much fortbc ITU to convince him to 
‘‘co operate.” He simply pointed the finger at me. He 
accused me of being a member of a spy conspiracy. 

This is the ground work llial preceded the trial. 

Bird: When did you first know (hat you were 

being connected with the ease? 

Sobcll: Both facing five yea is. my wife and I had 
taken a vacation away from tiic Cold War in Mexico to 
figure out what to do. When we first heard of the 
Rosenberg's arrest, we were certain they could not be 
spies. 1 panicked because I was afraid the government 
niiglil try' to conned me with jjiis ridiculous charge. 

We tried to get out ofMc.xico to Europe, but we 
couldn’t; «' we. decided to come back. But before we 
could, the FBI got some of their henchmen down there 
to kidnap us and bring us to (he bordci . wlicic they 
arrested us. To cap it off. at the trial, the government 
claimed that we had been dcpoited by the Mexican 

^ When John Wesley did a hook in 19.^3 about the 
ease, he found out that the Mexican government had 
not only had nothing to do with it. but they had pro- 
tested to the US government over the action. 

Bird; Did people gcucratly believe what 
eminent was saying at that time? Did the possibility 


that vnu weren 't spies occur to them? • 

Sobcll; The government propaganda in the late 
40s and early 50s was re.'illy furious. Unlike the press 
and the radio today, they were at that time like arms 
of Washington. Hverylhing that Washington issued the 
media printed and broadcast as if It was Cod’s own 
truth. There was no critical questioning of the gov- 
ernment. . , r ij j 

In addition, all the left wing periodicals folded. 
People wlio had subscribed to them discontinued sub- 
scriptions because they knew the FBI kept lists of 
people who got left wing periodicals. Because the 
newspapers did not question government propaganda, 
people believed the government’s picture of the Soviet 
Union as an enemy of the American people, ready to 
drop bombs. 

The kids at this time were having atom bomb 
raid drills. Kids were getting under the desks as pro- 
tection against an atom bomb. Getting under a desk 
was not going to solve the problem if an atom bomb 
fell. They were trying to frighten the children just as 
they were frightening the adults with all the propa- 
ganda. This demonstrates the ru tide ssness with which 
they were pursuing their aims, and their aims were 
clear. The American people must be made fearful of 
the Russians, must be made fearful of the Commun- 
ists, must be made fearful of any liberals who would 

question the government's actions. 

In a trial under these conditions, I feel quite 
sure that the jury felt it was their patriotic duty to 
convict us. When an FBI agent testified against us or 
wherr a person look tlic stand under the aegis of the 
FBI, they were assumed lobe truthful, 
i ’ Under these conditions. I doubt If the jury really 
examined the evidence. Let me give you an illustration 
of what the jury was confronted with. One of the ex- 
hibits at our trial was a collection can wliich said on 
it: Save a Spanish Republican Child. A can for funds 
for the Spaniards who had fought against the fascist 
■ Franco, then escaped to France where they were liv- 
ing under nii.scrab)c conditions in tents. The FBI 
agents had picked up this can in the apartment of 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg while arresting Julius. 

This was passed around to the jury as evidence that 
Julius and |Thcl had passed the atom bomb on to 
Russia. The idea that a contribution can for a human- 
itarian cause would end up being evidence in an es- 
pionage trial is hulicious. I remember the jury mem- 
bers examining Ihc can very carefully, seriously. 

Bird; Decently / have heard that (he evidence at 

the trial was manufactured. 

Sobcll: During the trial, we were without funds, 
without organi/alion, without anything. When the 
government came up with their crap, we had no way 
of combatting.it, no resources. It was almost a whole 
year before our support organization was formed. 

' Most of the exposure of the trial came about after the 
^executions. .. . " 
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I Fp T example. during'thc Irial, Ihc nrosccuttu 
presented a cross-sdclion of (lie atom bomb. T his was. 
according to the prosecution “the most important 
secret of mankind." It was evidence which was literally 
manufactured. The government witness, flrccnglass, 
drew it after lie was arrested, lie said that this draw- 
ing was like the one he gave to Julius for transmission 
to the USSR. It was.inipoundcd after the trial. But 
during the trial, the prosecution put up what was sup- 
posed to be a scientist to authenticate the drawing. lie 
t said: “Yes, I know each and every detail of the atom 
! bomb, after it had been perfected." This was 1^9.S1 . 

! ■ In 1956, after a furious court fight, we got the 

J sketch un-impounded and gave it to a couple of real 
scientists. They examined it and .said, “This is a cari- 
cature of the bomb. It has tremendous errors. It is 
something a child would draw." 

When confiontcd with these affidavits in court, 
the government copped out and said. "Well, so it ^ 

1 doesn’t have any value; they still committed espionage. 

. This isn't the end- Two )'cars ago one of my cn- 

■ginccring journals had a run down on this Jolin Derry 
I who had been the atom bomb "expert". Tlic man - 
' who said he knew each and cvciy detail of the bomb 
was, it Uunv out, in charge of construction at Los 
Alamo'. Not construction of the bomb, but construc- 
lion of the building! Why did they pul John Derry on 
the stand? If they really had a scientist under oath, 
looking at the sketch, he couldn’t truthfully say, "1 his 
I is Ihe bomb." 

j Bird: ItVry Jidn V your lawyers a scientist to 

I combat this testimony? 

• Sobcll: This goes back to the period. A scientist 

‘ would have had to have a clearance from Washington 
to testify, first of all. Secondly, our lawyers really 
\ were taken in by (he government propaganda: hook, 

I line and sinker. They couldn't believe that (he govern- 
1 mciK would put up a phoney sketch and a phoney 
scientist. They never dreamed that the government 
' would conduct a ease like this. 

Bui more than that, our lawyers did not conduct 
• an aggressive defense. They were really frightened. 

You must rcincinbcr that the lawyers who <lc fended 
, Communists just a year before, all went to jail up to 
■ six mouths impiisruimciit for conducting a vigojous 
, defense. This had a chilling effect on all the lawyers 
i J after that. While oiir lawyeis weic biave in taking on 
j llm case. Ihcii braveiy and eouiagc did iioi g«t far 
1 “ enough. — ; 


The jury brought back a verdict of guilty, of 

course - it was foic-urdaincd. Julius and Fthcl Rosen- 
berg were given llic death penalty. I don’t think the , 
government ever thought they would have to carry 
out the execution. I Uiink they felt that Julius would 
then cooperate with tliem. Trom my first interview 
with the FBI. they never stopped propositioning me. 
They wanted me to implicate somebody -make a 
story up to get someone involved. 

In 1952. after 1 lost the appeal, they Ihrcaleiicd 
to send me to Alcatraz; again the proposition was, if - 
you cooperate, we won’t send you to Alcatra/.. Tbc V 
t idea of getting some innocent person involved, just to | 

; . save my own neck, didn’t appeal to me. So I spent \ 
I five years in Alcatraz. After tny support committee 
i began to pul pressure on the prison department. I was 
• moved to Atlanta rcitilciitiary for five and a half 
years, 

Bird: What did you do while you were in pri- 
son 7 How did you sun'irc ii? ; 

Sobcll: Alcatraz was a devastating place. We f 
wcic completely cut off from the outside -no news- 
p.^pcrs. no radio. My wife could visit about an hour 
and a half a month in a booth with glass in between. 

All I could do (here was study and write two letters a .• , 
week. 

On the outside, Helen was working with the 
defense committee. The conimittcc got a tremendous 
amount of support from all over the country. In At- « 
lanla, w'c had a lot of people helping us-Quakers, | 
Martin Luther King. He got a lot of flack from liis | 
supporters for pulling himself on the firing line for k 
me. 

Bcoplc have said to me. “We’re sony you had to 
waste a!) that time.” I don’t look at it as a waste. I 
studied, trying to keep my expertize in engineering 
alive. Politically, I was trying to develop. If 1 had the 
1 choice, I wouldn’t have chosen to be there. But since 
I was. my wife and 1 decided to make the most of it. 

, Bird . Could you com/xirc your prison experience 

to the experiences Solzhenitzyn described in Soviet 
prisons? ' 1 

I Sobcll; The only thing I have read by Solzhenit- 

zyn was “One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich" I 
and what amazed me at that time was that while 
St>!zbenilzyn lUmtght he was describing a very parti- 
cular prison experience, he was really describing uni- 
vcrsals. 

“j — While Ihc guards on The RtH;k didn't beat me 

up, the psychoUigical pressure that place put on every- 
one was fantastic. I couldn't touch my wife's hand 


( 



. ^ Bn fpc and a half years. Helen sa^s llial after 1 got U) 

I Atlanla. where we were allowed lo hold hands, it took 
me a year to loosen up. The tension, the psythoIo{;i. 
cal pressure which was induced on the Rock was that 
i - great. 

j niphi of us came from Alcatraz to Atlanta, and 

I after two months, three of them asked to go back to 
the Rock. The Rock w'asso rigid that the people there 
j became rigidified. and they couldn't stand the relative 
! freedom here in the Atlanta Penitentiary. It really 
frightened them lo have lo make a decision. At the 
Rock you had no decision, atid it made people into 
zombies. 

■ The effect that Sold\cuit/yn described in his 

I prison camp was much the same. He was really des- 
cribing things that were common to all prison sys- 
tems. This is why when people talk t<r me about re- 


-) ^ The average person who comes out after b < ; ;ing 

j in for IS I/2 years, has no lies with his new world. 

I He has ptohicms which arc part of the fruits of iiii- 

I prisonment. This is why I think prisons should be 

aboli.shcd. , 

The idea people have that prisons help lo restrain 
crime is really an atrocious brain-washing perpetrated 
on the American public. Most people say: Oh, no, we 
can’t have ail these criminals running around. There 
was a decision in Florida, that the state had to release 
2,000 people from prison, there was no crime wave. 

Bird: What do you dunk \vould he die value of 
someone reading your hook now for understanding j* . 
\ what y<iu went f/irough hr terms of die current sima* u 
don? Would it help them deal with current consinracy [ 
trials, or with repression? v 

SobcII: I started writing this book when a lot of 



forming prisons. I say baloney; prisons can’t be ic- 
formed, they have lo he abolished. Wljat about the 
murderers? Ail right, we won't argue about the 5% 
of prisoners, but for the tulici 9S% jnisons do no 
good. To lake a person from the outside and put them 
into a rigid, closed atmosphere docs nirl prepare then) 
for life outside. He couldn’t cope outside In begin 
with and you arc making his ability to cope even less 
so. Is that helping cocicty? What yon have to do is lo 
leach that person Irr cope. Sonic of the pressures in- 
side prison arc so great that no person should be asked 
lo deal with them. 

Bird: What happened after you got out? 

Sobell: hverything was going frn me. Tw'o thou- 
sand supporlcis came to a party for me. I got back 
into school to catch up on IX years of engineering. 

But yet, I had problems. 

I’d wake up three limes a week at night m cold 
sweal.s. I don’t know riuilc why. 1 didn't have any 
dreams. The world was strrmgc lo me and I wasn’t 
aware that I couldn't relate to It at that lime. Shop- 
ping for a pair of pants was a problem to me. We lake 


anli-wav people were going to prison. My object was 
lo show that it was possible to do time witliout going 
under - but you had to be political. You bad lo under- 
stand that you weren’t merely being persecuted as an 
individual but as a political person. Decisions made at 
your trial had lo be seen in political as well as legal 
terms. Lawyers arc not just technicians, befendants 
must be involved in decision making concerning the 
tiial. Furthermore, you must understand that you arc 
a part of history and if you do your part and you 
understand it well, then you can emerge not only un- 
scathed but even a stronger, mure political person than 
when you went in. 

Bird: Could the US at this lime of international 
and domestic crisis generate an atmosphere of fear 
and mass psychosis like in 194^, resulting in similar „ 
kinds of (rials reaching the same conclusions? 

. Isbell: I dotr’t ilrink sci. was a very special 



that for granted. And yet, after you 'ic put away for 
18 1/2 years il is a gigantic problem for you. The main 
thing that I had going for me which oilier prisoners 


don’t is a Irciiu-ndoiis amount of friends, most of 


'wHoTn 1 never met until my release. 




# 


case. We had been lhr(Hiph a vvaf wilh the US.SR as 
o\ir ally. Duviivj'. the v,ar, the left decided tn co opet- 
ale with (he esiahli.shinctii lo knock out Hiller, (he 
number 1 man, Thccffcoi was that the jell was dis- 
armed. After the war, smnelunv the left never got 
going again. Hcforc they could gcM up any momentum, 
the establishment here started up the cold war and hit 
them over the head. 

We have lU'W a record of almost 20 years of up- 
rising of (he disinherited of this country, blacks, chi- 
canos and all the Third World people starting with the 
Montgoriicry bus boycott iir ‘56. It caimot be wiped 
out over night. This 20 ycar Irisloiy is what will per- 
vent the govcininent from foisting anoihci war on us 
to save the cstahlislrmcnl. 

i lf anybody gets arrested (r>day. immediately 
people w'ill jump in and support him nnd form a de- 
fense coinmiltce. By (he time he goes u» trial, at least 
(he public -the potential jurors wilt kimw about (he 
issues. At least some lawyers - knowledgeable and po- 
litical -w'ill know how to fight the ease. 

Bird: i'roin your (wperienre. whuf advice would 
you grre to polUically c(>ni crncd people tune? 

Sobcll: When I speak to people who have a close 
connection v'jlli this case and know its history, many 
of them arc unahle lo relate lo the polif ical eases of 
today. In NY now we have a real hot political casc- 
Attica. A lot of p’:i)ple who umlcistovnl back (hen 
(hat mine was a political ease can't understand wliy i( 
is necessary lo support the Attica BiolliciS, They 



think (hat these people shouldn't have taken hostages. 
They can’t understand that wl\cn jKople arc treated 
inhumanely, it’s necessary for them lo lake whatever 
measures (hey can to bring things lo a head. 

You have a ease down herc-the ease of the 
Charlotte Three; Parker. Reddy and Grant, who were 
accused of burning down a stable: they got 25 years. 
20 years and 15 years for killing 15 horses. These peo- 
ple were activists, Tlieir ease parallels my case very 
closely. The people who testified against them were 
very vulnerable. One p;y had a parole violation hang- . 
ing over his head, and they were investigating him for 
some possible murders. They got them lo finger these ■ 
three activists to put them behind bars. There was 
very little support for them. Now several years later, 
it’s getting more coverage, but why all this lime? They 
had a hearing recently, and it seems to me that Judge 
Brvin. the son of (he Senator, should really be bomb' 
arded wilh letters to decide for a new trial. The pro- 
secution paid off (he witnesses $4,000 apiece and gave 
them a lot of other breaks. Clearly the case is a frame- 
up. Grant is here in the Atlanta Penitentiary now on a 
federal rap connected wilh this ease. 

Bird; Thank you, rue 've learned from you. 

Sobcll; And I’ve also learned. We have to learn 
from each other. The situation now is so much better 
than it was 5 years ago when the new left didn't think 
it had anything lo learn fivun the old left. And the 
old left at that time thought they had all the answers, 
so both of us have come a long way in the last 5 years. 





